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THE 


PREFACE: 


Containing ſome | 
 Reflefions onthe Firſt Sermon, &c. 


HE Writer of the two Sermons, 
I faid to have been Preach'd at ou 
bury, on the 5th and 7th of November laſt, 
by the L — B— of S-—, lays down 
this as a Maxim, p. 22. That © Whatever 
„ Moderation or Charity we may owe to Mens 
0 ny N we owe none at all to their Errors, 
« and to that Frame which is built on, 


« and ſupported by them: And therefore I 


. . * 


have no need to make any other Apology 
to this Author for my following Remarks, 


than what his own Maxim does abundant- 


ly furniſh me withal. - 
In reading theſe two Sermons, one is 
apt to ſuſpect the Truth of their Title Page; 
and queſtion how tis poſſible that the * 
=: 


—— — 
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ii. The Preface. 
of S-— ſhould be the Author of them? 
For who, that knows his L-—p's Chri- 
ſtian Compaſſion, and Diſpoſition to fym- 
pathize with thoſe who mourn for the 
Slain of our Countrymen, our Friends and 
Relations, would take this to come 
from his L——p's Mouth, Even 4 De- 


& vouring War has made [0 inconſiderable a con- 


« ſumption of our People, that it is ſcarce to 


« be Diſcern'd, p. 5. 


Who that has any Experience of his L-—p's 
Moderation and Tenderneſs for Erroneous 
Conſciences, can believe that theſe follow- 
ing Words concerning the Popiſh Powder- 
Plot, were utter'd by his L -—p, p. 8. 
« If ſo Diabolical a Plot, brought ſo near ha- 
«© wing the moſt Diſmal Effect poſſible, had car. 
* ried the Nation even to the Sebezities of a To- 
“ tal Extirpation, /o high a Provocation muſt 
«© have Excuſed, zf not quite Juſtiſ d the Pro- 
« ceeding. Theſe are the very Words of 
our Author, without the leaſt Variation ; 
and the plain Senſe and meaning of em is, 
That if the Engliſh Nation had, for the 
fake of that Helliſh Plot, utterly deſtroy'd 
and cut off every Papiſt, without diſtincti- 


on of Quality, Age, or Sex, ſo as to leave 
them neither Root nor Branch among us, 


which is a Total Extirpation : The high Pro- 
vocation (which by the way, was given 
ut 
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The Preface, iii. 
but by a very few in compariſon to the 
whole) muſt have excuſed, if not quite juſti- 
fied the Proceeding, rnd 4 os... 

Pm ſure his L—-p knows, that Natural 
Religion teaches and Reveal'd Religion 
confirms this Doctrine, That the Innocent 
ſhall not be cut off, or rooted up for the 
Crimes and Wickedneſſes of the Guilty; *tis - 
a ſelf- evident Truth, and needs no Demon- 
ſtration: How then can it be affirmed, 
that the Helliſnneſs of a few Fiery Zealots 
Plots and Deſigns, the High Provocation 
ing by a few Harden'd Villains, muſt 
ave been an Excuſe, if not an Entire Ju- 
ſtification for the Barbarity and Inhumani- 

of ſo Conſummate a Revenge, as the 

ooting up of Thouſands, and ten Thou- 
ſands of Innocents, who never had, and 
we may charitably believe never would 
have had, any the leaſt ſhare in the Guilt 
of thoſe flagitious Sinners? 

If any of thoſe calld High-Flyers, had run 
to this Exceſs againſt our. Fanaticks, who 
once effected (what thoſe Diabolical Plot- 
ters, God be praiſed, could not compaſs) 
the Total Overthrow of our Churcfi and 
Government; if one of thoſe call'd High- 
Churehmen, had but affirm'd, that the Provo- 
cation once given to this Nation by our Anti- 
Epiſcopal Enthufiaſts (who once Murder'd, 

A 2 in 


Ie Prefatei 


in a moſt Barbarous, and till then, un- 
heard of manner, Our Royal Sovereign, and 
Deſtroy*'d our moſt Excelleyt Conſtitution 
both in Church and State, after they had 
moſt ſavagely Butcher*d Thouſands, who 
oppos'd their Helliſn Deſigns) muſt have 
Excus'd, if not quite Juftifyd, their Total 
Extirpation; what a Cry (and that juſtly too) 
ſhould we then have had againſt; ſuch a 
Spirit of Malice and Revenge; how loud 
ly ſhould we have been then told, that 
ach an Aſſertion ſavour'd of nothing bet- 
ter than the Deviliſh Spirit of Anti-Chriſt, 
as being ſo Diametrically oppoſite to the 
Temper and Diſpoſition of the Chriſtian 
Religion! His L- would doubtleſs 
have been one of the forwardeſt to enter 
his Proteſt againſt ſo Uncharitable, fo Inhu- 


mane a Sentence; and certainly, if *tis rea- 
ſonable to believe, that ſuch a Total Extir- 


pation of Fanaticks, for the ſake of multitudes 
of their Fraternity, who were actually con- 
cern'd in, and at laſt Executed their Diaboli- 
cal Plots and Contrivances, would be De- 
ſervedly branded by his . p with ſuch 
Black and Odious Marks and Characters; 
How much more ſhould we believe that 
his.L deteſts and abhors any plea 


of Excuſe tor ſuch. a. Total Extirpation of 
Papiſts, for the ſake of a few Miſcreants; 
11 2 as 


The Preface. v. 
as ĩs not only Inconſiſtent witli his L—p's 
own declar'd and avowed" Principle of 
Moderation, hut alſo at leaſt as Cruel and 
Barbarous, as Inhumane and Antichriſtian 
as the other Total Extirpation of ' Faniatichs 
would have been, in all Reſpects whatſo- 
ever? There's no reaſon to queſtion his 
L——p' juſt abhorrence of this Total 
Extirpation, ſince *tis ſuch a monſtrous De- 
gree of Heat and Fury, that it infinitel 
exceeds and ſurpaſſes that RAGE, which 
, our Writer would make us 
believe, ſome * © ſhem now- * Serm. 2. ih 
a- days for our Church. 24- 
* ?Tis veryſtrange, that this Writer ſhould | 
firſt aſſert, that ſuch a Toral' Extirpation mult 
have been Excus4d,if not quite Fuſtifyd, and 
then immediately i to add, © Bat our Religi- 
« oz teaches us milder things. Either the 
Total Extirpation he ſpeaks of muſt not 
have been Excus'd; or if; it muſt, then our 
Religion does not teach us milder things: 
For, if our Religion teaches us milder 
things than ſuch - Total. Extirpations; then 
it will follow, that ſuch Total Extirpations 
are breaches of the Precepts of our Religi- 
on; and if ſo, then how can their Excu- 
fableneſs be conſiſtent with that Holy and 
Pure Religion, which admits of No Excu- 
ſes for wilful and deliberate Sins? Much 
| A} leſs 
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vi. | $ The Prefate. | ) 
leſs does it allow of ſuch Excuſes for Sin, 


as are ſo Cogent and Strong, as to leave 
no room for a juſt Reply to them; it may 
be ask'd, Whether that Excuſe which our 


Author here ſpeaks of, is not of that ſort? 
for he tells us, That the Diabolical Plot, &c. 


mult have excus'd the Total  Extirpation. 


Therefore, if it muſt-have Excusd, &c. there 
could have been nothing juſtly ſaid to the 
contrary ; for what muſt be Excus'd, has 
Reaſon for it's Excuſe; and there's no con- 


tradicting of Reaſon. Some Papiſts, while 
they acknowledge the Religious obligati- 


on of Oaths and Covenants, do at the ſame 
time affirm, That »o Faith is to be kept with 
Hlereticks ; and I would fain know, whe- 
ther it is not as Corrupt a piece of Popery, 
to acknowledge, that our Religion teaches 
us milder things than Total Extirpations 
and at the ſame time to affirm, that ſuch 
an Extirpation muſt have been Excus'd, if 
not quite Juſtified ? oh fr 


In Page 9. our. Author would make us 
believe, that his Ip teaches us what 
is the Eſſence of our Conſtitution of Govern- 
ment, in theſe Words, © The Eſſente of 
* our Conftiturion lies in this, That the Le- 
i giflature is in the King with the two Houſes 
* of Parliament, but the Execution of the 


Lam 
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The Preface. vii. 
| “Lam is ſingly in the Crown, I ſhall indu- 
is a avoid concerning myſelf with 
State Politicks, they being utterl Forrelga 
to my preſent Deſign ; but this I muſt o 
ſerve, that this pretended Deſcription of 
the Eſſence of our Conſtitution is ſo inde- 
terminate and Indefinite, that nothing of 
the true Nature thereof can be learn'd 
from it; ſince it neither determines what 
is the Original Foundation of the Legilla- 
ture, whether the King, or the two Hou- 
ſes of Parliament; nor, if they be ſuppos'd 
by him to be Co- ordinate, how this Equa- 
lity came firſt into Being. And as to the 
Execution of the Law, its being © {ingly in 
the Crown” does not give us any the leaſt 
Idea, whether this Prerogative of theCrown, 
was ever receiv'd from any other Humane 
Authority ſuperior to that of the Crown, 
or whether *tis an Independent Prerogative 
of the Crown, founded upon no ſuch Su- 
perior Authority whatſoever. So great ea 
Latitude is there in this Account of what 
he calls the Eſſence of our Conſtitution, 
that one may reaſonably ask this Queſtion, 
whether it will not ſerve for any Turn, 
and ſuit to any Scheme of Politicks, which 
ſome may have occaſion to apply it to? 
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_ The. Preface, 
In Page 10. Our Author lays this down 
for a Maxim, viz. © 1» all Relations where 
& the Foundation is taken away, the Relation 
« An Obligation ariſing out 1 it, are De- 

| ſeem to apply 
the Maxim thus, "The Relation of Chil- 
« dren to 4 Parent, ariſes ont of his convey- 
ce ing Being to them, but if he goes to deſtroy 


viii. 


1 ' — N . . 1172 
« that Being, they are acquitted, when they 


“0 Defend themſelves. But what is this to 
his Maxim? Is the Foundation of their 
Relation to their Parent taken away? Is 
their Relation to him now Deſtroy'd? Are 
they no more his Children ? And after this 
Jetence (which by the way, muſt not be 4 De: 
fence contrary to Law) are they for ever ab- 
ſolv'd from any further Duty to ſuch Pa- 
rent? This is what one would have 
thought he was going to determine, by 
laying down ſuch a Maxim. But nothin 
like this has he Exemplified between Chil: 
dren and their Parents.—And indeed how 
is it poſſible that he ſhould ? For tho? the 
Relation of Children to a Parent ariſes 
out of his having been once the Inftru- 
mental Cauſe of their ProduCtian ; yet this 
Foundation can never be taken away fo 
long as the Children live: For let the 


Farent be never ſo Cruel and Barbarous in 
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Tie Phet. iz 
his attempts to take away their Life, yet 
ſtill the Foundation remæins untaken away, 
becauſe, it cannot upon the account of his 
Cruelty, be truly faid, that he never was 
the cauſe of bringing them into the World; 
tis certainly true that he was, and there- 
fore they are as certainly his Children 
ſtill; and conſequently the Foundation not 
being actuall) taken away, the Relation 
muſt ſtill remain good and firm. But fur- 
ther, the Foundation of the Duty of Chil- 
dren to their Parents, lies in this, That 
Parents are always from the Beginning, 
the Childrens Natural Superiors; That 
God, by the Law of Natural and Revealed 
Religion, does always bind Children to their 
Filial Duty, and all Nations, both Civil and 
Barbarous, have Laws and Cuſtoms that 
oblige” them to it; and I will agree with 
him, if his Maxim can poſſibly be apply'd 
here, that when all theſe Foundations ſhall 
be utterly remov'd, then all the Qbligations 
of Children to their Parents, will conſe- 
quently be deſtroy'd: When it ſhall be 
true, that Parents are not always from the 
beginning, the Natural Superiors of their 
Childrea, - when it ſhall be certain, that 
God does require no Duty from Children 
to their Parents ; then, and not till then, 
can the Obligation be Deſtroyd ; becauſe 
| 2 | then, 
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xX. The Preface. 
then, and not till then, will, or can, the 
Foundation of the Obligation be taken away, 
But this will never come to pals, as long 
as there ſhall be Parents and Children in 
theWorld; and therefore, it will never come 
to paſs, that Children can be acquitted from 
that Duty which they owe to their Pa- 
rents. 2 

I might here Reflect on thoſe Aſſertions 
in Pag. 10, 11. where we are told, That 
« The Rights of our Princes axiſe out of our 
&« Leziflature, and that the Law creates the 
* Prerogative” as if the Crown was not 
always poſſeſs'd of ſome Prerogatives, for 
which it was zever beholder to any Human 
Law whatſoever . * 

But this, and many other Paſſages in al- 
moſt every Page of the Firſt Sermon, which 
deſerve to be Reflected on, I leave to Per- 
ſons of more time and Leiſure; they being 
vp things forreign to my main Deſign, which 
1 tis now high time for me to proſecute. = 
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CH AP. I 


Remarks on our Author's View of what he 
8 calls our Holy Religion. 
r. 


. 1. I N the ſecond Sermon on the 5th 
f of November, p. 20, Cc. our A 

thor gives us a ſhort View 
what, he calls Our Holy Religion, 
Oppoſitton to the Corruptions of Pope- 
And it is very obſervable, that in all 

hat View, he does not once ſhew us the- 
divine Right of Biſhops, and their Indepen- 
lency on the See of Rome, in oppolition to 
he Pope's pretended Sepremacy over all 
Ziſhops: This is one Part (and a very ne- 
| hs, ceſlary 


( 2 ') 
ceſſary one too) of our moſt Holy Reli. 
gion, and very Deſtructive of Popery, and 
For he leaves it out of his Plan of our Re- 
igion: Whether he omits it, becauſe it is 
directly oppoſite to the Pretences and U- 
ſurpations of the ſeveral Teachers among 
our SeQtaries, I ſhall not determine; but 
this J am ſure of, that if he had incerted 
it, his Short View would have been more 
proper for his Lp to be call'd the Au: 
thor of it. hs; 


$. 2. The next Obſervation I ſhall make 
on his Short View, is, that he. Repreſents it 
as a part of our Religion, that we Reject 
« all the Contrivances of Pardons. ' Now, 
what he means by «all. the Contrivauces of 
„ Pardons” every Body is not agreed; ſome 
wall have it to 5 only all the Popiſh 
Corruptions of that Power, which Chriſt 
gave to the Spiritual Governors of his 
Church, to Pardon and - Abfolve,. Peni- 
tent Sinners; and certainly, if he means 
only the Popiſh Corruptions of the Pow 
er to Pardon; then, to be ſure we do reject 
them. But others will have it, that our 
Author's Words ſhould have been definite 
and particular, ſo as to have diftinguiſh'd 
the Corruptions, from the Authority and 
Power of Pardoning and Abſolving FO | 
. - \ | 
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ſo we might have diſcover'd, whether he 
rejected the Corruptions only, and retain'd 
"Wand aſſerted the Power of Pardoning Peni- 
tents, or no; this they ſay he has not 
done; and therefore 'tis queſtion'd, whe- 
ther he does not eſteem all Sacerdotal Par- 

dons to be but a Contrivance of Popery, and 
give them the Name of Contrivances, and 
tor that Reaſon, becauſe they are Popiſh 
Contrivances, ſay that we reject them? But 
let the Deſign of this Expreſſion be what 
it will, to ſay that we reject all Contrivantes 
of Pardons, without making any Diſtincti- 
on, or Exception whatſoever, is without 
Excuſe ; for, Did not Chrif give to his 
Apoſtles and their Succeſſors the Power of 
Pardoning, when he ſaid to them, Whoſe 
ſoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted ; and 
is not this One Contrivance of Pardon, viz. 
Our Lord's own Contrivance? Has not the 
Church in all Ages carried on this Contri- 
vance, by conſtantly Exereiſing this Pow- 
er? And is it not matter of Fact, that 
our Church, whoſe Religion this Writer 
would ſeem to give us a View of, does 
continue to ſupport-and uphold this Con- 
trivance of ' Pardons ? When his L—p 
was Ordain'd and receiv'd into the Or- 
der of Prieſthood, did not the Biſhop who 
Ordain'd him (as our Office of ordering 
WY den Priens - 


3 55 
Prieſts directs) convey to him this Power, 
when he authoritatively told him, Who/: 
Sins thou doſt forgive, they are forgiven ? 
And does not his L—p now he is a 
Bp, do the ſame to all Prieſts whom 
he Ordains? and 8 and 
hand down to Poſterity this Contrivance of 
Pardons? Nay further, to ſhew that all 
this is not bare Form and Ceremony, is 
it not notorious (and who-but the wil. 
fully Blind can be ignorant of it!) That 
this Contrivance of Pardoning Sinners is 
aſtually put in Execution by the Prieſts of 
our Church? 1. In the Abſolution that 
immediately follows the daily Confeſſion 
of Sins in our Morning and Evening Ser- 
vice. 2ly. In the Abſolution that imme- 
diately follows the Confeſſion in the Com- 
munion Service; and zaly. And very ex. 
preſly and particularly, with abundance © 
Authority; in the Viſitation of the Sick, 
in theſe very Words 
«& ur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath left 
« Power to his Church to Abſolve all Sin- 
«& ners who truly Repent and Believe in 
4 bim, . his great Mercy forgive thee 
« thine Offences : And By His Authozity 
4 committed tome, I ABSOLVE 
tee kram 4LL THY SINS, is 
& the Name of Father, and of the Son, 
« axd of the Holy Ghoſt. Amen. 
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Is not all this true? And is it net car- 
rying on our Lord's Bleſſed Contrivance 
of Pardons? How then can our Author 
tell the World that we reject all Contrivan- 
ces of Pardons? And aflert this in the Name 
of a B---p of our Church. 


6 3- But to proceed In p. 21. it is 
ſaid very truly, that © We give our aſſent 
&« to Divine Truths, becauſe we are convinced 
& that they came from God: But then he 
adds, © without receiving Any thing implicithy 
&© becauſe a Prielt, tells us of 4 Tradition for 
“it. Here it may be queſtion'd, whe- 
ther our Prieſt-Haters, eſpecially ſome of 
the Ignorant ſort, will not paſs over the 
Word [ Implicitly] and roundly affirm 
form hence, that the Traditions of the 
Prieſts are of no value, and that their Te- 


ſtimony concerning Divine Truths, is ut- 


terly uſeleſs to the Chriſtian Church? We 
have People among us who. deſpiſe all 
Eccleſiaſtical Tradition, becauſe they reck- 
on it Popery ; And tho? our Author has 
no deſign to encourage them in this Error 
yet {till they are very apt to catch at eve- 
ry thing, that a Man of any Reputation 
lays againſt Tradition, tho? guarded with 
27 — Care and Circumſpection.— 
And therefore, I muſt put ſuch in wy, 

that 


. 
that it is the 8 Tradition which hands 
down to us inviolably, the Canon of Holy 


Scriptute. That it is upon the Prieſts Te- 


ſtimony, that we are convinꝰ d, that the 
Sacred Books were written by thoſe very 
Authors whoſe Names they bear. That 
PRIETS are the only ſufficient, and 
Credible Wit neſſes of this Tradition, becauſe, 
the Books were Originally committed to, 
and have ever ſince been, in their peculiar 


Cuſtody, and therefore we muſt have ſome 


Faith in their Conveyance of this Tradi- 
tion to us; and without this Faith, we 


can never attain to a right belief of what 


is the Canon, and who were the Authors 


of the Holy Scriptures; and confequently, 


not to a Rational aſſent, to all the Divine 
Truths contain'd in thoſe Sacred Writings: 


Nay further, thoſe who are not skilPd in 


the Original Languages of thoſe Divine 
Writings, and how great is their Num- 
ber! muſt be beholden to the Prieſts; nay, 
they muſt, as we ſay, pin their Faith up- 
on Prieſts Sleeves, before they can ſo much 
as have any notice of, much more aſſent 
to the Sacred Truths contain'd in them; 


for *tis from the PRIESTS that we 


have our Tranſlations of thoſe Sacred Re- 


poſitories of Divine Truth; and what is 


yet more, even the right Senſe and true 
meaning 
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meaning of the Controverted Texts of the 


Holy Scripture, 1s only to be obtain'd by 
the Prieſts Tradition of what was always 
receiv'd by them, for the True and Genu- 
ine Interpretation of thoſe Diſputed Texts. 
For Example, Tis by their Tradition that 
we are determin'd, that all thoſe Texts 
which are Controverted between us and the 


Antipœdo. Baptiſts, do authorize and require 


Infant Baptiſm ; that thoſe Texts which 
areDiſputed between us and all Sectaries 
concerning ChurchGovernment, do una- 
voidably eſtabliſh the Divine Right of Epiſ- 
copacy ; and laſtly to name no more, tis by 
this Tradition of the Prieſts that we are 
brought to receive the firſt Day of the 


Week inſtead of rhe ſeventh, for our Chri- 


{tian Sabbath.——Theſe are Divine Truths 
which we receive, becauſe the Prieſts tell 
us (and we cannot juſtly deny it) that 
they have Traditions for them; and I 
Challenge any one, to ſhew us a better and 
ſafer Rule tor our Conviction, in things of 
lo neceſſary and Now, (without this Rule) 
of ſo Diſputable a Nature. Daily Experi- 
ence teaches us, that if we would not be 
wholly. Sceptical in Religious Matters; if 
we would not ſet up for deſpiſers and 
{corners of all ReveaPd Religion, we oj 
TW rl 


„ God has commanded us to tell them ro a Prieſt, 


_ 
firſt or laſt | receive many things becauſe the 
Prieſts tell us of Traditions for them. 
FS. 4. Next, in the ſame Page, we are 
told thus; Mie repent of our Sins by con. 
<« feſſins them to God, by mourning for them, 
« and * forſaking them. But do not think that 


rr — 


«© ro ſubmit to his Arbitrary Penance, and to 
« rely on 4 15 Abſolution. | 

Here we ſee it is repreſented as a part 
of our Religion, not to confeſs our Sins to 
a Prieſt ; and certainly, if we may reject 
all Contrivances of Pardons (as we have been 
told we do; there's no need for ſuch a 
Confeſſion : And then Penarice for Sin en- 
joyn'd by a Prieſt; whether Arbitrary or 
not, will be utterly unrea ſonable to be ſub- 
mitted to; for, where there is no Power 
to Abſolve, there can be no Dwuty or Obli- 


e 6 AY 


K „ benny wh 


gation to Confeſs; and confequently no l 
Authority to impoſe Penance, and therefore 
no Duty to ſubmit to it When impos'd. n 
The Enemies of the Chriſtian Prieſthood v 
will gladly hear, that God has not com- v 
manded us to tell our Sins to a' Prieſt, grant 
'em but this, and they will draw the In- 
ference, That Prieſts havens Poiver to Abſolve || + 
Sinners; and conſequently: that their Ab- u 
folution whether Haſty or more Delibe- © 


"rate, 


. 
. 


* Write is not to be rely'd oh; If this be res 
ceiv'das true, then it may be ask d, whether 
many Well meaning tho' Ignorant Peo- 

ple, will not pronounce all Prieftly Abſo- 

lation, all Confeſſion of Sins to 4 Prieſt; and 

» Mall ſubmiſſion to Eccleſiaſtical Penance for 

the mortification of Sin; to be but tneef 

Impoſitions and Inventions of corrupt Po- 

0 pery, and nothing elſe but Prieſteraft and 
Spiritual Tyranny ? We find by woful Ex- 

T perience, that Men are too much addiQ- 

0 ed to interpret every thing to the abate- 

ment of the Power and Authority of the 

1 Chriſtian Prieſthood, and to the Baniſh- 

a i ment of all Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline out of 

- the World. The Difeafe is now become 

T REpidemical and Infectious, eſpecially a- 

I mong us of the Laity : And therefore L 

rT think it highly neceſſary that ſome Re- 

!- Emedy ſhould be apply'd, and in order 

thereto ſhall endeavour to prove, 

Firſt; That the Great Author of our 

moſt Holy Religion, Chriſt Jeſus; has 87 

ven the Power of Pardoning and Abſol 

ving Sinners, to the Biſhops and Prieſts 

of his Church, to the End of the World. 
Seconaly, That his giving this Power to 
the Prieſts, lays an Obligation upon Men 
under ſeveral Circumſtances, to tell or 
confeſs their Sins to them, that they may 
| | B 2 receive 
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(10) 
receive the Benefit of their ſpecial and par- 
ticular Abſolution. And, 2 

Thirdly, That Men are bound to ſub- 
mit to their Lawful and Prudent Injun- 
ctions, which they ſhall lay on them by 
way of Penance, for the mortification of 
their Sins. | $4. 
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* H A P. II. 
Of Sacerdotal Abſolution. | 


6. 1. A ND Firſt, That Chriſt has gi- 
ven this Pardoning and Abfol- 
ving Power to the Biſhops and Prieſts of 
his Church, is abundantly evident, ff. 
From his: Promiſe to his Apoſtles before 
his Crucifixion, © *© Whitfoever je ſhall Looſe 
on Earth ſhall be Looſel In Heaven, St. Matt. 
xvili. 18. And 20. From his conferring 
this Power on them after his Reſurrect ion, 
when he Appear'd to them and firſt made 
them His own Repꝛelentatives, ſaying, As my 
Father hath ſent me, tben lo ſend J You, St. 
John xx. 21. When he had hereby autho- 
riſed them to ſend others veſted with 
their Apoſtolic Authority, as his Father 
had ſent him to confer his Apoftolic Au- 
thority upon them, © Then He Breathed 
&« on them, and ſaith unto them, Receive ye the 
 & Holy Ghoſt, Whoſeſoever Sins Ve Remit, they 
« are Kemitted anto them, and whoſeſoever Sins 
&« ye Retain, they are Retained, v. 22, 23. In 
theſe Words*tis plain, that the Authorit 
of Remitting Sins which' Chriſt gave his 


wem 
1 Apoftles, i is more than meerly Declarative, 
__ Whoſe- ſoever Sins Pe Nemit. This is the 
| Apoſtle's Act of Forge by Virtue of 
Chriſt's Authority Ghee Delegates the 
are. And this MY of theirs is Effectual, 
and really conveys the Pardon pronounc'd, 
and inſures to the Penitent the certainty 
thereof, as much, as if Chriſt himſelf had 
pronounc 'd it; tor our Lord ſays poſſi- 
1515 They are Remitten, they are 11 
done away. And the ſame he 
cerning the AT Power, to 3 40 
ins, that wh they do retain them, The 
are Retain d, they actually remain 8 
upon * Im ib itent 3 Theſe 
are Acts whi we a . ſtant and ne- 
ver- falling energ 7 uppn thei ir proper ah 
and do really eftect what they 
475 Efficacy. is as ſure as the Fa e era- 
,. becauſe Chet who is God, is the giver 
of 1 Ae 4 he cOnLars with his 
roxies due Execution of it; and expreſs 
aſlerts the immediate and preſent | Ef- 
ect thereof, They are Remitted , They are 
N 
This Power and Authorit ; reater than 
55 af the Angelick ng 5 Sovereign 
ing and Supreme Head of his Church, gave 
5 to his Apoſtles, his Vicegerents; 
and 4s the end that * 88 grens 
Autho- 
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Authority might not terminate and expire 
with their Perſons, . you ſee that He ſent 
them © even as. bis Father ſent him: For, as 
his Father had ſent him with fufficient 
Power to confer His Authority on others, 
EV EN SO our Lord ſent HI S Apoltles 
with ſufficient Power to confer their Au- 
thority, on others; otherwiſe. he did not 
ſend them even 4s his Father ſent him. 
But they had the Authority of Remitting 
and Retaining Sins; therefore they were 
ſent with ſufficient Power to confer on o- 
thers their Authority of Remitting and Re- 
taining Sins: Nay, ſo Extenſive and Un- 
bounded is the duration of this Authority 
to forgive Sins, that it muſt continue in 
the Prieſthood to the end of the N. orld. ; we 
have our, Great: God and. Saviour's own 
Word for it; for he poſitively promis'd 
Theſe his Apoſtles, Lo I am.. with You alway 
even unto the end of the Wozld, St. Matt. xxviii. 
20.1. e. I am with you my Apollleg, 
whom I have veſted with a Power of For- 
giving Sins, and of ſending others veſted b 
you with the /me Power; I ſay J am wit 
you as long as you ſhall Live, and then 
ſucceſſively, ſo with all other ſuch Apoſtles, 
and others whom you and. they ſhall ſend 
with this Power of Abſolving, and I will 
_ Soncur with you and them in the executi- 
| e on 


therefore if the Apoſtolick Power and Au- 


a Blaſphemous Afﬀront upon our Saviour's 


horr'd and deteſted by all Men. And 
therefore, as long as the World ſhall laſt 
Chriſt will be preſent with Apoſtles ; as 
he as he is preſent with "Apoſtles, there 
mul 
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on of this and all other ordinary Spiritual MW j, 
Powers I have given you, (which is the WW x 
only way of my being with you as Apoſtles) Wl 
alway, even unto the end of the World: For, i. 
if this Power of Forgiving Sins, which Ml; 
was one part of the Ordinary Power of the 
Apoſtles, were not to be continued through- 
out all Ages in their Succeſſors, and thoſe 
whom they ſhould veſt with this Autho- 
rity, then it would follow, that the Ordina- 
ry Apoſtolick Power muſt ceaſe before the 
end of the World ; and conſequently, that 
Chriſt would not be true to his Promiſe of 
continuing” to be with His Apoſtles to the 
end of the World: For ' tis impoſſible to have 
Apoſtles without Apoſtohck Powers; and 


thority muſt ceaſe, Apoſtles themſelves mult 
ceaſe allo, and then Chriſt is not with his 
Apoſtles always, even to the end of the Wold, 
tho he gave his facred Word for it, that he 
would be always with them. This is ſuch 


Faithfulneſs, and ſuch a Contradiction to his 
infallible Promiſe, that it ought to be ab- 
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be Ordinary Apoſtolic Powers, and as 
Aus long 


long as there ſhall be Ordinary Apoſtolic 
Powers, there muſt be the Power of Re- 
mitting and Retaining Men's Sins, which 
is one of thoſe Ordinary Powers: That is, 
this Power muſt be in the Apoſtles, and 
their Succeſſors the Biſhops, and ſuch as 
are, and ſhall be Ordain'd by them for this 
purpoſe, to the end of the World; i. e. the 
Priefts of the - Chriſtian Church, have a 
Power of Pardoning and Abſolving Sin- 
ners in Chriſt's ſtead to the end of the 
R 2 Df | 


g. 2. Obj. 1. The avow'd Enemies of this 
Great Prerogative of the Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood, will doubtleſs Object, That the Au- 
thority of Pardoning and Abſolving Sin- 
ners, given by Chriſt to his Apoſtles, was 
an Extraordinary Gift for the Exigencies 
of the Infant State of the Church, as the 
Power of working Miracles was; that it 
was no Ordinary part of the Apoſtolic 
Power, any more than that of workin 

Miracles, and that conſequently, tho? 'tis 
true, That the Apoſtles and their Succeſ- 
ors, do convey to others the Ordina- 
Powers Apoſtolical, yet 'tis as true, that 


r 

clay: do not convey thro' all Ages, the 
xtraordinary Powers Apoſtolical, becauſe 
e ſee they have not convey'd the * 
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wherewith the firſt Apoſt 


to the end of the World, + Now, that the 


(616) 
of working Miracles, which is ceas'd ; and 
therefore they cannot convey to others 
the Power of Abſolving Sinners, becauſe 
this Power was alſo an Extraordinary A- 
poſtolic Power. 4 en ls 

Anſ. To which I Anſwer ; Not to enu- 
merate the particular Extraordinary Powers 
les were endow'd 
by the plentiful Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt. 
—— This is certain, that thoſe Powers 
which Chriſt gave them before his Aſcen- 
tion, and which. would be always neceſſary} 
to be exercis'd for the ſupply of the conti- 
nual Ordinary Spiritual Exigencies and Ne- 
ceſſities of the Church, during its Mili - 
tant State; I fay, tis certain, that thoſe} 
Powers are the Ordinary 2 5 Powers, 
which were to be convey'd by the Apo- 
ſtles and their Succeſſors t Biſhops, whol- 
ly and entirely; 1. e. all of them to the 
Biſhops, and partially, i. e. ſome of them 
to other inferior Officers, as Prieſts andi 
Deacons, tor the continual ſupply of thoſe] 

Ordinary Spititual Wants of the Church, 


Power of Remitting Sins, is one of thoſe Or-. vi 
dinary Apoſtalic Powers is plain; becauſe 

the Members of the Church in all Ages 
ſtand as much in need of this Remiſſion o 
Pigs as ever they did, even in the: Days 0 
6 a 


1 
now : But the Truth is, it was not in thoſe 
Days a juſt Objection at all, as is evident 
by our Lord's granting ſuch Power to 
Men; and therefore 'tis no juſt Objection 
now, ſince Mens Neceſſities are ſtill the 
the ſame. God may doubtleſs Pardon ſuch 
Penitents as cannot obtain, and yet do not 
ueglect or contemn the Prieſtly Abſolution; 
But then it ought to be remember'd, that 
he has never granted any Pardon, but by 
the Interceſſion of the Great Mediator 
Chriſt Jeſus; that under the Patriarchal 
and Moſaic Diſpenſations, his Pardons were 
convey'd; by the Inſtituted Means off 
Prieſts, and Sacrifices, and Burnt-Offer:- 
ings, made by them, as Repreſentatives 0 
that Great Mediator.—And that under 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, the ſame Me- 
diator has appointed his own Repreſent1- 
tives, to convey in his ſtead, God's Pardon 
to Penitents ; and therefore the ol th 
of this Power have no Claim to his Pro- 
miſe, ſince they cannot fairly be calPd 
true Penitents, who deſpiſe and reject any 
one Inſtitution of God. And that this 6 
the Prieſtly Abſolution is ſuch an Inſtitute 
as is binding and obliging in all Ages, is 
plain from what has been faid above; vis. 
That *twas zu Ordinary part of the Apo- 
ſtolic Power, becauſe equally as neceſſar) 
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to be exercis'd now for our Spiritual Be- 
nefit as it was for theirs in the firſt Ages 
of Chriſtianity. And this the Apoſtles 
and their Succeſſors, in all Ages and Pla- 
ces, have confirm'd to be true, by con- 


ſtantly conferring this Power on others, 


and their Execution thereof to this Day, 
without interruption; and our Church in 
ſtri& Conformity to them, does both: Con- 
fer and Execute this Great Power, as I 


have before obſerv dd. . 


S. 3. Obj. 2. It is Objected b others againſt 


the Power of the Prieſts Abſolution - That 


the Apoſtles were endow'd with a Mira- 
culous Gift of diſcerning Spirits, and ſo 
knew infallibly the Sincerity and Truth of 
Mens Repentance, and rherefore had Au- 
thority to Abſolve Penitents from their 


Sins, which their Succeſſors now have not, 


becauſe they are deſtitute of this Miracu- 
lous Power of diſcerning the Thoughts of 
Mens Hearts. x 

Anſ. To which 'tis Anſwer'd, That it 
cannot be prov'd, that the Gift of Diſcern- 
ing Spirits was given to the Apoſtles, moze 
to enable them to Abſolve Penitents, than 
to perform any other parts of their Sacred 
Office, for the benefit of Repenting Sin- 


ners. But, not to enquire here for what 
purpoſes 


be by his Infincerity, and Hypocriſie, miſgd 


( 29) 
ſes this Gift was beſtow'd on Some, 
we find; that this Miraculous Power, even 
in the Apoſtles Days, was not always gi- 
ven to every Miniſter of Chriſt, who yet 
had ſufficient Power and Authority to con- 
vey ſuch Spiritual Benefits to Men, as were 
due to them, only upon Condition of their 
Sincere and Hearty Repentante. Thus we 
find Philip the Deacon, had Authority to | 


Baptize for the forgiveneſs of Sins, tho he i 


does not appear to have been endow'd with | 
the Miraculous Power of Diſcerning Spi- 
rits ; at leaſt *tis plain, that he was not aſ- 
ſifted by this Power, when he Baptis'd 
Simon Magus, Acts viii. 13: withour being 
Iafallibly aſſur d of the Truth of his Repen- 
tance.; for in Fact, he was no True Peni. 
rent, but a Cheat and an Impoſtor, as his 
after Hiſtory ſhews. This Baptiſm would 
have been effectual for the forgiveneſs of 
his Sins, and his Spiritual Sanctification, if 
he had been truly Penitent, tho* Philip did 
not Ixfallibij know that he was fo. This 
want of Diſcerning, did not deſtroy Philip's 
Authority to convey Forgiveneſs of Sins 
by Baptiſm, twas the Baptized's fault, if 


of thoſe great Benefirs. So the Priefts of 
the Church of Corinth, were deſtitute of this 
Miraculous Power, when they admitred — 
| + SET. | the 
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he Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, ſuch 
aworthy Communicants, as were not true 
Penitents, for- they eat and drank Damna- 
ion to themſelves, not diſcerning the Lord's 
WBody, 1 Cor. xi. 29, 30. But ſtill their 
Authority to adminiſter that Sacrament, was 
ir Neffectual to the Worthy Communicants; 
end when Men received no Benefit by it, 
rwas owing onh to their own Sins, and not to 
Soy want of the Commiſſion d Adminiſtrator's 
\uthority. _ U x 
Ia both theſe Caſes Repenrtance is neceſſa- 
y, and Remiſſion of Sins is given in Bap- 
iſm and the Lord's Supper, only upon that 
andit ion; and tho the Miniſter hath not 
an Infallible Knowledge, F® he may havea 
Moral Certainty of the Repentance, and o- 
her Spiritual Qualifications of thoſe Perſons, 
o whom he adminiſters thoſe two Sacra- 
ents ; provided he, and they, are fo juft 
as to do thoſe ſeveral Duties, which the 
ight Adminiſtration and reception of thoſe 
dacraments neceſſarily call for; and there- 
ore his Authority given him to adminiſter 
Them, remains and valid. | 2 
Thus we ſee, that this Objection is of no 
orce againſt Sacerdotal Remiſſion of Sins, 
dy means of the two Sacraments, —and, 
t is of as little Confequence apainſt the 
Prieſts Authority to Pronounce, and thereby 
| , to 


622) 
to convey to ſincere Peninents the Abſolutios 
and Remiſſion of their Sins. For, even the 
Great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, St. Paul him 
ſelf, does not appear to have exercis'd this 
Authority, as endow'd with the Miraculous 
Gift of Diſcerning Spirits; no, we rather 
find him abſolving the Penitent Corinthian, 
without this 1»fallible Knowledge of his Re- 
pentance, upon Moral Signs and Tokens 
thereof, given him by Letters or Meſſages, 
from the Church of Corinth; and «pon Con- 
fidence of the Integrity and Honeſty of the 
Relators of it: For being at Philippi, a Ci. 
ty of, Macedonia, he heard a common Re- 
port, that the Chriſtians of Corinth were 
guilty of the Sin of Fornication, 1 Cor. v. 1, 
and particularly, that one of them inceſtu. i « 
ouſly took his Father's Wife; upon r 
which he Wrote to them, and commanded 7 
them to Excommunicate this Inceſtuous Per-Ml F 
ſon, Ver. 3, 4, 5, and 13. which they ac- 
cordingly did. In his Second Epiſtle, he 
tells them the Reaſon of his writing and 
commanding them ſo to Cenſure that no-! 
torious Sinner, That he“ might know he proof ll t 
„f them, whether they were obedient in all 

t 

h 

1 


« things, 2 Cor. ii. . He did not by 
Virtue of the Miraculous Gift of Diſcerning 
Spirits, know their Obedience at that Di- 
- ſtance; he wanted a Proof thereof; 1 
| ; they 
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"WF they accordingly gave him, by the inflicti- 
eon of that Puniſhment on the Offender; 
MW which he had Commanded; and Which Ta- 
BY upon his return from Corinth, acqualn- 
BY ted St. Paal with, as is plain from 2 Cor. 
"WF vii. 6, 12. G. — The Apoſtle being thus 
„ iaform'd of the Obedience of the Corinthi- 
en, and alſo of the Sorrow and Repen- 
a tance of the Inceftuous Perſon writes to them 
„to Forgive him, 2 Cor. ii. 6, 7, 8. and to en- 
courage them thereto, pronounces his Abſo- 
ne lution himſelf, tho? at that Diſtance from 
them, upon the Credit which he gave to 
e- 7:itus's Relation of that Affair; for 55 he, 
re“ To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive al- 
1.98 © /o, &c. in the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 
u-“ it. 10.” or by the Authority which I have 
on I receiv'd from Jeſus Chriſt. And one 
ed Reaſon why he would have the Inceſtuous 

er · Perſon Abſolv'd, was (as in ver. 7.) © Leſt 
c-“ perhaps ſuch a one ſhould be ſwallow'd ap with 
he BY © overmuch Sorrow ;” this putting it upon a 
nd i [perhaps] does no ways comport with 4 
Infallible Knowledge that the Apoſtle could 
have of the Penitent's Sorrow; for if he had; 
by a miraculous Gift of Diſcerning, known 
the true Nature, and certain Effects thereof, 
he would never have uſed ſo doubtful an 
Argument, but rather 8 affirm'd potebely, 
1 with- 


\ 
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witliout any pethaps,that the Inceſtuous Perſon 
would certainly be /ma/lon?d up with overmach 
Sorrow : And ſince he was not thus poſutive, 
it is plain, that he had only. a Maral 4ſſa- 
rance of the Man's Sorrow-and Repentance, 
given him by the Report of others; whom s 
he eſteem'd worthy. of Credit; and there 

fore the Abſolution he pronounc'd, was not 
founded upon any Infallible Knowledge that If 
he had, of that Notorious Sinner's Repen- 
tance, communicated to him by Virtue of 
the Miraculous Gift of Diſcerning Spirits. 
So that, ſince we find One of the Apoſtles, 


Abſolving upon Moral Evidence and proofs Fit 
of Repentance, without the aſſiſtance. of this . 


Miraculous Power, their Sueceſſors may do 


ſo likewiſe, becauſe they have no leſs Au- ti 


thority in that reſpett now, than they had 
then: For indeed as there was in thoſe 
Days no abſolute Neceſſity for ſuch a. Miracu- 
lous Power always to attend the Apoſtles. in 
the Exerciſe of their Authority to abſolve 
Sinners (as is plain from the Example of 
St. Paul) becauſe their Authority was. 10 
Conſequent of any ſuch Miraculous. Gifts, 
but previous to them, and Miracles. were 
but Occaſional and Tranſient Signs of their 
ſanding Authority, which was to remain 


good by Virtue of Chriſt's Promiſe of con- 


Cur- 
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urrefice with it to the end of the World; 
and conſequently is valid when not ſo at- 
eſted by Miraculous Gifts, which Chriſt 
ver promisꝰd them ſhould- conſtantly attend 
their Miniſtrations. So in theſe Days there 
Js as little need for ſuch a Miraculous Power, 
Always to accompany the Apoſtles Succeſ- 
Jors, to diſcern Ixfallibiy, the Truth of 
Mens Repentance, in order to their Abſo- 
ution; becauſe, both in the Apoſtles Days, 
nd now, Men were, and are ſtill hound 

$0 give Evidences of the ſincerity of chei# 
Repentance, if they would reap any Bene- 
it from Sacerdotal Miniſtrations; and the 
want of ſuch a Miraculous Power, to di- 


lo cern Mens Hearts, could then, and may 
u- till, be ſupply'd by other Means, viz. By 
d ¶ſtrict Inquiſition and Examination into their 
ſe Lives; and by Tryals, Teſtimonies, and 


vidences, of the ſincerity of their Repen- 
ance ; which if Men' refuſe-to ſubmit to, 
hey can have no Right even to the Benefits 
onvey*d by Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 
hich none can profitably partake of without 
Sincere Repentance ; and therefore, as the Au- 
hority of adminiſtring thoſe two Sacraments, 
emains good and valid, without the Mira- 
ulous Gift of Diſcerning Spirits; So does 
he power of A Penitents from . 
2 Ins 
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( 26) | 

Sins.---And,' if after all, there ſhould happen 
to be an Error in giving Abſolution to thoſe 
who-are unworthy of it, there's no more 
to be charg'd againſt the Authority of Ab. 
ſolving, than there is againſt the Authori. 
rity of adminiſtring the two Sacraments, 
when given to unworthy Communicants; 
the Error is not owing to the Inſufficiency ol 
the Authority, but either to the Perſonal Neg. 
le&, &c. of him who Miniſters, or elſe to 
the Hypocriſie and Inſincerity of the pre. 


Tended Penitent, or both theſe together. 80 


that tho? Clave Errante, there is no Abſolu. 
tion, yet, when both Prieſt and People, do 
perform their Duty, the one by Examining, 
&c. and the other by giving good Teſtimo- 
nies of, the Sineerity of their Repentance, 


Abſolution muſt be good and valid, and car 


never fail of its bleſs'd Eſſects, becauſe the 
Authority is Chriſt's, and he as much con- 
curs with it, as he does with the right and 
due adminiſtration of the Holy Sacraments, 
which are alſo Means of conveying to us 
the Remiſſion of our Sins, upon Condition 
of true and unfeignd Repentance. 


| I have been thus long in anſwering this 
Objection, becauſe I know it has been too 
much inſiſted on by ſome, who ought ra. 

- ther 


two dd AM 13 3 @ ” VﬀQ%_Þ a 


- (CW) 
ther to have defended the Authority of Sa. 
en cerdora! Abfolution, than to have laid ſuch 
oſe a Stumbling-block, as this is. in the way of 
ore E norant and heedleſs People, who are carry'd 
b away with the ſeeming plauſibility of it, 
and the Greatneſs of the Reputation of thoſe 


d i f hei 
who have eſpous d it. But I ſpare their 
Names, and proceed. | "I .1 
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$. 1. C{Econdly, I am to prove, That 
Chriſt's giving this Abſolving | 

Power to his Prieſts, lays an Obligation | 

upon Men er ſeveral Circumſtances, | 

to Confefs, or tell their Sins to them, that 


they may receive the Benefit of their Spe- 
cial and Particular Abſolution. 


That this their Abſolution is a vaſt and 
unſpeakable Benefit to the Souls of Men, 


cannot be doubted by any one that has 
Faith in our Saviour's Promiſe for he has 

ven us his Infallible Word for it, That 
77 hoſeſoever Sins they Remit, they are remit- 
ted unto them, St, John xxi. 23. Heaven and 
Earth ſhall paſs away; but His Words ſhall 
not paſs away, St. Mark xiii. 31, And con- 
ſequently this his Promiſe of Forgiveneſs 
upon their Abſolution of the Penitent ſhall 
never fail, And indeed, who, that has 
but any Right Senſe of the Divine Good- 
neſs, can ſuſpect his performance of what 
he has ſo ſolemnly promis'd, when he al- 
ſo reflects on the ſuper-abundant . 

an 
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and Loving-Kindneſs of The. Apoſtle and 
Great High-Prieſt of our Profeſſion, Chriſt 
Jeſus, in appointing Men to be his own 
Repreſentatives, to ſupply the want of his 
Perſonal Preſence among us, to be the 
Means of conveying to us the ſame Spi- 
ritual Benefits, as he himſelf would be- 
{tow on us, if he were viſibly here among 


Ss Now, it is hughly unreaſonable to 
think, that he ſhould conſtitute ſuch 
Vicarious Powers, and give his Prieſts 
ſuch a mighty Authority to act with Men 
in his ſteady and at the fame time require 
from us no Reverence, no Reſpect, no 
Duty, nor Obedience to be paid to him- 
ſelf by our due application to his Delega- 
ted Authority ; — tis impoſſible to be 
true, that Chriſt gave His Prieſts autho- 
rity to forgive Sins for No purpoſe, No 
Benefit at all; this is to detract from his 
infinite Wiſdom, by charging him with 
giving an Authority not to be exercis'd, 
and Conſequently not to be ſubmitted to, 
nor to ne paid unto it, which 
is a Contradiction; ſince wherever there 
is Authority, there muſt be a correſpon- 
dent Duty owing to it; becauſe where 
there is no Duty due, there can be No 
Authority; fot e and Duty, 15 


ö (30) 
fo inſeperably connected, that one cannot 
poſſibly ſubſiſt without the other. And 
therefore, ſince he has eſtabliſh'd this Ab- 
ſolving Povter and Authority, we muſt 
believe that he expects the Execution of it, 
and a ſuitable Duty to be paid unto it; 
q and if ſo, then it muſt follow, that *tis the 
j Duty of Men under various Circumſtan- Me 
. ces, to apply themſelves to the Prieſts for No 
| the Benefit of cheir Abſolution, and conſe- Me 
[ uently to Confeſs their Sins to them for s 

0 

1 

1 


the. obtaining of it; otherwiſe, the Prieſt 

on the one: hand, can never abſolve 

particular Perſons} from their Sins, be- 

cauſe he knows not either what he is to {Wl 
abſolve them from, or whether they are {M1 
capable of God's Pardon: and on the o- 
ther hand, Men cannot rationally beg the lt 1 
Sacerdotal Abſolution, nor receive any 
Comfort from it, by reaſon of the Prieft's 
Ignorance of their Spiritual Condition, and 
| his conſequent inability to give them any 
1] hopes of the good Effects of his Abſolu- 
| tion, — and ſo at this rate, our Saviour's 
Deſign, in giving his Miniſters: this ab- 
ſolving Power, muſt bel utterly fruſtra- 
ted and made void, by Mens not confeſ- 
ſing their Sins to them; but our Lord 
gave this Power that it might be put in 
Execution upon proper Occaſtons; and 
* CONs 


(31 ) | 
conſequently requires Men upon ſuch Oc- 
caſions, to ſeek for the Benefit of it by a 
fincere Repentance, and Confeſſion of 
their Sins to his Prieſts. But that this may 
more evidently appear, I ſhall give ſome 
Inſtances, wherein the Exerciſe of this Pow- 
er is, (beſides the Benefit of Abſolution) ſo 
extraordinarily-advantagious to ſome ſort 
of Perſons in particular,” that it highly 
contributes to the undeceiving of their 


© Souls, in reſcuing them from the Power 


of ſuch Dangerous: Sins, as without- this 
Excellent help might have plung'd them 
into everlaſting; Miſery : And conſequent- 
ly it muſt be the Duty of ſuch Perſons at 
leaſt, to apply themſelves to ſome Diſcreet 
and Learned Prieſt, for the Benefit of Ab- 
ſolution, by a ſincere and hearty Confeſſi. 


of their Sins to him. And. 


5. 2. Firſt, A due Exerciſe of this Ab- 
ſolving Power, has a natural: Tendency, 
and is a moſt prevalent Means to preſerve 
and Reſcue from Blact Deſpair, and the 
Dreadful Conſequences thereof, Thoſe 
poor Dejected and Diſconſolate Wretches, 
who fancy that they have ſin'd themſelves 
beyond the power of God's Mercy, or at 
leaft, that he will not accept them to 
Grace and Pardon. This miſerable Condi- 
tion 


"IT 
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tion of ſuch fort of Men, is often an Ef. 
fe& of their Ignorance of the true Nature 
of their own Sins, and of God's readi- 
neſs to pardon ſuch Sinners as they are; 
and hence are diſcourag'd from the 
proſecution of their Duty, and at laſt 
neglect even all the means of 7 = 
But out of this ſad and deplorable 


the Sacerdotal Abſolution; Becauſe : the | 
Prieſt by a due and juſt Examination of 
their State, can diſcover ſuch Signs and 
Tokens of the Truth of their Repentance 
(even better than they themſelves can do) 
as to encouragethem to truſt in God's par- 
doning Mercy; to arm themſelves with a | 
Divine Faith in his , Goodneſs towards 
them in particular; to lay aſide their 
Fears, and Deſpondencies; and to pro- 
ceed with Chriſtian Courage and Reſolu- 
tion, in the diſcharge of their ſeveral Du- 
ties; and all this they will be the more 
effectually perſwaded to, when they find 
by Experience, that God's own Ambaſſa- 


dor and Repreſentative, after a fair Trial Wh 


of their Spiritual State, is ſo well ſatisfied 
therewith, as in God's ſtead, and in his I 
Name, to pronounce their Abſolution: — | 


For, from hence they are cohvinc'd, that 5 
God's Minſter (who has no other Intereſt | 
; | in 


n- 


dition, they may be deliver d, by ſneing for 


(6330 
View than the Salvation of their 
Souls) eſteems them to be ſuch Penitents 
as he himſelf has promis d to accept, be- 
auſe, if he had any Reaſon to think to 
the contrary, he would never have pre- 
ſum' d to pronounce their, Pardon. "This 
gives them right Notions of themſelves, and 
f God's Threats and Promiſes; ſo as to 
enable them to confide in his tender Mer- 
ies; and henceforward, to run with cheer- 
Wulneſs the way of God's Commandments. 
Hut how all this ſnhould be effedted without 
Whe Conſeſſion of their Sins to the Prieſt is 
Inconceivable; ſince without his knowledge 
ff their Sins, and of what they bave done, 
r reſolve to do by way of amendment, 
e can have no Notion of the Truth of 
heir Repentance; nor conſequently give 
hem any encouraging Hopes of God's 


u- Mergy, and then to be ſure he can never 
u- gafely vent ure to abſolve them from their 
re Pins. Rut it is certainly their Duty to get 
nd id of their diſtruſt a God's Goodneſs, and 
ja. o poſſeſs themſelves. of ſuch Nations of 


His Mercy, and their own Capacity to re- 
C eive it, as may free them from the ſad 
and deplorable State of Deſpairing Sinners; 
and therefore tis their Duty ta proſecute 
all ſuch Means as are els tary thereto, 
among which, this of Confeſſing _ 
* ins 
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Sins to a Wiſe andDiſcreet Prieſt, for the oh. 
taining of his Abſolution, is the moſt effec. 
tual-and revalent, under their ſad and me. 
lancholy Circumſta ice. And for this. Rea. 
ſon, Git Church i her firſt Exhortation 


before the Communion adviſes, (and-fuch 
advices from Superiours are juſtly inter. 
preted for Commands) in theſe Words; 
4 Let him come to ſome Diſcreet and Learn. 
ord, and open hi, 
Grief; I. e. declare to that Miniſter his“ 
Sins, which are the very Eſſence of his 
Grief; ſo far as to fling him almoſt into 
Deſpair, by diſquieting fis Wounded'Con-| 
ſcience; Jet him then open this his Whole 
Grief; « That by the Miniſtry of God's Mord, 


« ed Miniſter o Goa 


* maj receive the Benefit of Ablolution, #0ge- 


« ther with 'Ghoſtly Counſel and abet, of 
the quieting of his, Conſtiuce, and 8 


66 «of All" Seruple aud Doubtfulneſs;' © And in 


in one of her Rubricks' in the Office for 
the Viſitation of the Siek, ſhe commands 


the Prieſt to move the ſick Perſon & 7 
& ' make u ſpecial Confe Mon of his Sins, f he 
„feel his! Conſcitnte” troubled pitch am 
« weighty Matter; Au but: after fach Con- 
ſeſflon, „ The Prieftſbll * Abſolwe' him, if 
« he” Buh, and 2 1 re e 1 
2114 1 101 } 
Me tnt 720 — s gat 


27 


a | | ad | | 8 
9 4 


hH_ ww «@_ AY Wa Had 


KG_ Aa © 


as VwXAC. _Luaa þ ES eb 4a 


. 
b. TM m”—_ 
"A V1 3153114 1 91167 © voten lia: 
e. 3. Secondiy, A due Exerciſe of the Prieſts 
a- ¶ Power to abſolve and retain Sins, is a moſt 
on powerful Antidote againſt Preſumption, 
hand an effectual means to reſcue an 


Wing _— in God's Mercy while they 
nM live in wilful unrepented Wickednefles. 
8 *'Tis a fad and melancholy Truth, that 
is abundance of Men are ſo conceited of 
their own Righteouſneſs, becauſe they 
do ſome things that have an appearance 
of Goodneſs, and it may be are really be- 
JW neficial to other Perſons; that notwith- 
W ſtanding their living in the moſt deſtru- 
ctive Sins, they lay claim to Eternal Sal- 
vation, and never doubt the Happineſs 
of their future State, but ſay to them- 
in ſelves, Peace, Peace, when there is no 
Peace; and ſo at laſt incur the danger of 
Periſhing for ever in this fatal Deluſion. 
And the Cauſe of ſuch their miſerable 
he Condition, may juſtly be ſaid to ariſe from 
hence, that they are deſtitute of True 
n- and Faithful Monitors, and are never re- 
i | buked-for their particular Sins : But when 
Men have a true ſenſe of the Sacerdotal 
Power of Abſolution, and apply themſelves 
. Ml diligently to receive the Benefit thereof, 
3. then the cauſe of their Deluſion is pre- 
| ſently 


ſerve Men, from the Damning Sin of truſt- 


particularly guilty of that dreadful Sin, 


1 (6369 
ſently remov'd, becauſe the Prieſt by his 
ſtrict Inquiry into their Qualifications for 
Pardon, puts them in Mind of ſuch things 
as they never thought of before; and by 
the Exactneſs of his Examination, their 
Sins which they formerly diſregarded, are 


now brought to their Remembrance, and ſh 


they acknowledge and bewail their Guilt, | 


Thus thein falſe Confidences in their own | 


partial . 6 which they were ſo e 
full of before, are now remov*d, and they n 
no longer preſume on God's Mercy, While 
they live in the commiſſion of wilful Sin. 
But this is the Bleſsd Effect of their 
ſueing to the Prieſt for the henefit of his 


Abſolution: And when they do ſeek for 


it, it will be unavoidaly neceſſary for them 
to confeſs their Sins to him, becauſe with - 
out their Confeſſion, he can never deter- 
mine, whether they are qualify'd or no, 
for ſo great a Comfort; he can never 
diſcover to them the falſe ground of their 
unwarrantable truſt in God's Mercy, nor 
teach them wherein they have been 


and ſo cannot reſcue them from the dan- 
ous Con ſequences that muſt neceſſarily 
How their commiſſion of it, without 4 
ſincere and hearty Repentance. 


It 


\ 


(37) 
It is not enough ro ſay, that all this 
nay be done by a due attention to the 
Preaching of God's Word, —for how ma- 
Sy Thouſands are there, who are fo very 
r gnorant, that they can hardly apply any 
e hing that is ſaid} to 'em in Sermons, to 
| eir own particular Circumſtances? And 
n 


| 
f 
[ 


r thoſe that have more Knowledge, and 
kn make due Applications of what they 
o car, how often may they attend Sermons, 
yd yet never hear their particular Sins 
le Ind the guilt of them preſs'd home upon 
Weir own Conſciences? And indeed, how: 
it poſſible for Preachers to reach every 
dividual Man's Sins, and all the Cir- 
mſtances of them, only in publick Ser- 
ons? Doubtleſs God gave them the 
wer of abſolving, that they might have 
earer acceſs to | Conſciences, than 
ey can have in Publick; that they might 
ore effectually be enabled to fave Men 
dm their more cloſe and ſecret Sins, by 
ore intimate and particular cognizance 
them, and a more immediate and di- 
& Inſtruction relating to them, than 
poſſibly be given in General Diſcour- 
before a whole Congregation: »—— 
d therefore our Church, in one of her 
bricks, in the Office for the Viſitation 
he Sick, Requires that the Prieſt Sh 
| © Examine 
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(38) 


„wet her the ſick Perſon repent hin 


& truly of his Sint. Surely this Examination 
does not conſiſt in a bare asking him whe. 
ther he does truly Repent; the Deſigh of 
er be anſwer'd by 
tting ſuch a ſing, and general Que. 
ion to the Sinnerg ho no doubt will re 
ly in as general f erms, that he does tru, 
y Repent. Tan it be. juſt to call this 
an - Examination; of his Repentance ? And 
is it Reaſonable to believe, that the 
Prieſt can, upon any good Foundation, 
treat every ſuch Reſpondent, as a true Pe 
nitent? When Experience daily demor 
ſtrates, that many ſuch Ignorant Wret 
ches will tell you, that they Repent of d 
their Sins, tho at the ſame time, the 
know nothing of ſome particular grievo 
Sins which they have been guilty of, an 
conſequently cannot be ſaid to Repent 0 
them: For the Truth of this I appeal t 
thoſe Reverend and truly charitable Prie 
who have in good earneſt examin'd tl 
Repentance of ſome poor Creatures upd 
a Sick-bed, and have been oblig'd wit 
great Pains and Induſtry to ſearch tl 
Conſciences, and to inform the Judgment 
of ſuch Perſons, before they could mal 
them ſenſible of their Sins, and of thi 
true Repentance which God ——_— 


s , 


* 


(39) 

for them. Our Church then deſigns 
by this Rubrick, That the Prieſt ſhall 
not; ſatisfie himſelf, by barely asking 
the ſick Perſon in General Terms, whe- 
ther he Truly repents him of his Sins; 
but that he ſhould Examine, i. e. ſearch. 
and try his Repentance, that he may pre- 

ſerve him from that eternal Miſery which 
is due to the Impenitent : And this can 
never be; done to any purpoſe, without 
making the Sinner ſenſible of his Offences, 
by putting ſuch Queſtions tohim as may 
oblige him in Anſwer, to acknowledge his 
particular Sins, that the Prieſt. may have 
ſome competent Knowledge of the Truth 
of his Repentance, and conſequently com- 
municate to him ſuch Spiritual Bleſſings, 
as God has authoriz'd: him to adminiſter 
to True Penitents, among which, that of 
Sacerdotal Abſolution is doubtleſs one of the 
greateſt, ſince God himſelf has promis'd 
to confirm it, to all thoſe who truly repent 
them of their Sins. 198 
0 d. 4. Thirdly, Another Treat Benefit 
which Men receive from a 15 exerciſe of 
the Prieſt's Power to Alſolve and . Retain 
Sins, is, that Notorious Sinners who have 
been Excommunicated from all the ſpiri- 
tual, Privileges of Chriſt's Church, are 
bow 'D de. heres 
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(+) 
hereby reftor'd to all rhoſe Bleſſed Advan- 
tages, by being teceiv'd again into the 
number 4 the Faithful. Some Men may 
make as liglit as they pleaſe of the Power 
of Excommunication ; but others who 
have a Right ſenfe of Things, do know, 
that when dis juſtly Executed, tis the 
moſt dreadful Puniſhment that Gan poſſi. 
bly be inflicted on thoſe Souls who are 
10 finally confign'd to eternal bers woe 
is in out Seien Language, the put. 
ting of a Man into che State and Con. 


dition of 4 Fut hen and a Hy 


and thereby 'making his Com 
#5 auch dale AH bolded. Cut 
ans, as the Converſation of Heathens and 
Publicans was by the Ancient Fews ; tis 
the Retaining and Binding of 2 Sins up- 
on him: And in St. Pubs Diatect, tis 
the Cutting him off, i e. from the Church, 
which is the Family and Houſhold of God, 
and the delivering him over unto Satan, 
and conſequently to the power of the reſt 
of the Apoſtate Angels. This Authority 
of Binding and retaining Men's Sins, Was 
given to the Apoſtles and their Succeffors, 
and fuch as they ſhould veſt With it, by 
Chrift himſelf; for fays he, What ſoever Je 


ſhall bind on E rb, Pull be 50 15 Heuden; 


and; whoſe-ſotver Sins e Rerain, they are Re- 
tained, 


wa 
tained; Which is not only grant of Au- 
thority, but alſo a promiſe of Ratifying 
and Confirming in Heaven; whatſoever 
ſhould be juſtly executed on Harth by Vir- 
tue thereof; which makes the Caſe of juſt- 
ly Excommunicated - Perſons, to be ſo 
miſerable, that God hinfelf , Binds 
their Sins on them, (when the Prieſt 
tetains them) and will by no means 
Abſolve them, without their Repentance 
and due application to obtain the Se- 
cerdotal Remiſſion : For, ſince God's awn 
1222 * has juſtly Boy nd ther Sins 
upon them, the Divine Veracity has en- 
gag'd that they ſhall, be Bound alſo in 
Jeaven ; and therefore, God himſelf wall 
not alter the Sentence, fo long as the De- 
inquents he juſtly under it: And they are 
juftly liable to this Condemnation, till they 
Repent, and ſve for the Frieſtly Abſolu- 
tion; becauſe, without Repentance, there 
is no Pardon for Sin, and while they ob- 
ſtinately refuſe to ſue for the Prieſt's Re- 
miſſion, their Sins are Mill retain'd, be- 
cauſe not abfoly'd by the Prieſt ; and con. 
ſequently God, who concurs with the juſt 
Sentence of his Prieſts, does continue to 
Retain their Sinus. 
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committed by God himſelf to the Prieſts, 


>... JR 
Hence we ſee, how neceſſary *tis for 
ſuch notorious Sifiners to ſue for the Sacer- 
dotal Abfolution, that they may be loos'd 
from thoſe Sins for which they were Ex- 
communicated, and ſo recceiv'd again in- 
to the Communion of the Church, and 
conſequently into God's Grace and Favour. 
But this they cannot obtain, without ſo 
confeſſing their Guilt, as that the Prieſt 
may be Raſble of their Repentance.; and 
he can never have any Notion of their 
Repentance, if they do not make known 
to him their acknowledgment of their 
Guilt ;- ſo that, they muſt expreſs their 
Repentance by Confeſſing to the Prieſt 
their Guilt ; and conſequently they muſt 
in that Confeſſion,” acknowledge to him 


the Sin or Sins of which they confeſs them- 


ſelves Guilty ; and therefore *tis the 
Duty of ſuch Excommunicated Perſons, to 


confeſs thoſe Sins to the Prieft for which 


they were caſt out of the Church, that 
they may, by Virtue of his Abſolution, 
be loos'd from them, and receiv'd again 
into Her Fellowſhip and Communion. 


$- 5. In the Moſaic Diſpenſation the pow- 


er of determining the Legal Cleanneſs or 


Uncleanneſs of Perſons and Things, was 


ro 


for 


IX 
in- 


Ir 


WT _ . EE 


tn) 


to prefigure that more Spiritual Authori- 
ty, which he afterwards gave to all Chri- 

ian Prieſts to Abſolve and retain Sins: 
Thus 'twas the Jewiſh Prieſts - Office to 
Examine the ſuſpected Leprous Perſon, 
and as he found his Plague, to pronounce 
him either Clean, or Unclean, Levit. cap. 
xiii, xiv. But the ſuppoſed Leper was to 
be brought to the Prieſt, and to ſubmit to 
the ſtrictneſs of his Search, and Scrutiny 
into the Nature of his Scab : Even ſo, tis 
the peculiar Office of the Chriſtian Prieſt, 
to Examine the Spiritual Leper, in order 
to the pronouncing of him Spiritually 
Clean, or Unclean ; 1. e. in order to the 
abſolving of him from his Spiritual Lepro- 
fie, his Sins, or elſe to retain them, till 
he has given ſufficient proofs of his Repen- 


' tance. This neceſſarily infers, that the 


Sinner muſt ſubmit to the Prieſt's Exami- 
nation of his Conſcience; and conſequentr 
Ys that he muſt confeſs the ſtate and con- 

ition thereof to the Prieſt, in order to 
his Purification. © * 

The firſt Converts to Chriſtianity, were 
ſo ſenſible of this Duty, that *tis recorded 
of them in the Sacred Oracles, that ** Many 
$* who Believed, came and confeſſed and ſben- 
« ed their Deeds, Acts xix. 18. — And 
Sapphira, the Wife of Ananias, perſiſting 

2535 | vo 


5 (44) 
in her Hypoeriſſe, and not acknowledg- 
ing her Sin to St. Peter, When he eharg'd 
her ſaying,“ Tell me whether ye fold the Land 
&« for ſo math, Acts v. 8, was puniſh'd with 
an immediate Miraculous Death, as well 

for not confeſſing her and her Husband's 
Sin, as for the Sin it ſelf; the Puniſhment 
of which ſhe might have eſcap'd, if ſhe 


| Ine Wt 
had but Ng and confeſs*'d her Sin, to . 

Wl St. Peter when he requir'd her. 

5 e n 8 25 | 

f S. 6, Fourthiy. The laſt Circumſtance 1 

Mi ſhall mention, wherein Men ought to con- 

fes their Sins to a Prieſt, is that of Sick- 


"Ml neſs: - — And for this, the Holy Ghoſt, 
1 in the General Epiſtle of St. James, cap. v. 
1 14, 15, 16. Commands us thus; © Is any 
1 Fick among you ? Let him call for the Elders 
1 &« of the Church, and let them pray over him 
. anointing him with Oil in the Name 0 th 
tak “ Lord And the Prayer of Faith ſhall ſave 
c rhe Sick, and the Lord ſhall raiſe him up; 
Wi! te and if he have committed Sins, they ſhall 
= &« be forgiven him: ——Confeſs your Faults 
& one to another, and Pray one for another, 
de that ye may be Healed ; the eſfectual fer- 
{it « vent Prayer of a Righteous Man availeth 

| 


0 much. And then in the 17th Verſe 
l he gives 'an Inſtance of the efficacy of 
il Elias the Prophet's Prayer. What I ſhall 

1 » | ye TS CE: ? ; K Ly OPS fs. £65 fay 
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ay as to this Command of the Holy Ghoſt, 
ill, J doubr not, be call'd Popery, as ma- 
ny of the Eſſentials of Chrtiadity are 
all'd by thę Libertines and Latitudinarians 
of our Age, which has a mighty Effect 
upon ſome Ignorant People, who do not 
ſee into the bottom of thoſe Reviler's De- 
ſ1gns.——But let them ſay what they will, 
this Paſſage of the Hoy Scriptures, . re- 
uires ſome now Neglected and Pefpis'd 
Duties „which the Pfimitive Eilts, 
long before Chriſtianity was corrupted by 
the Innovations of Popery, thought them- 
ſelves oblig'd in Conſcience to perform; 
among which, this of Confeſſion of Sins 
to a Prieſt was one; and the Unction of 
the ſick with Oil, was another ; the Be- 
nefit of which anointing, with reſpect to 
the Spiritual Deſign thereof, is certainl 
as neceſſary to us now, as it was to thoſe 
in the pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity ; and 
ſo our firſt Reformers thought, who re- 
tain'd this Apoſtolic Rite and Ceremony 
in our Ezxeliſh Liturgy, in the Reign of 
King Edward the VIth.. But that the 
Reader may ſee, that this Paſſage of St. 
7 requires the ſick Perſon to Confeſs 
is Sins to the Prieſt, let him conſult tlie 
Learned Doctor Hammond's Paraphraſe and 
Annotations upon the Place, and he will 
To D 4 ak find, 


A 

find, that the Sick muſt ſend ſor the Bi. 
ſhop, or whoſoever is by or under him 
Ordain'd, for ſuch Offices as the giving 
of Spiritual Directions and Counſel to en- 
able the Sick to diſcern his own Guilts;— 
that if upon Examination, he be found to 
have committed any waſting Sin, or Sins, 
*tis uſeful that the lick Perſon firft fit him- 
ſelf for, and then receive Abſolution from 
the Biſhop, or other Miniſter Ordain'd 
by him; which is thie Senſe of the latter 
part of the 15th Veaſe; If he have com- 
mitted Sins, they ſhall be forgiven him; or, as 
the Original has it, . Abſolution or Remiſ- 
1 ſion (hall be given him. And then *tis added 
. in our Exglifh, yer. 16. Confeſs your Faults 
"Fi one to another : But the King's Greek Ma- 
| nuſcript connects theſe to the foregoing 
Words, and ſays, Confeſs therefoze your Sins 
one to another; i. e. for that Reaſon, that 
i} Abſolution and Remiſſion may be given 
bl you who are ſick, Confeſs your Sins one to 
| azother, The only thing to be queſtion'd 
Wh here, is, whether Confeſſing one to another, 
| ſignifies Confeſſing to the Perſon who Vi- 
fits the Sick; or whether it means, only 
. acknowledging to our Neighbours our 
| Faults committed againſt them, —Now, 
. tho' Iwill not deny, but that theſe Words 
may be taken in this latter Senſe, * 
| the 
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(47). 
e acknowledgment of Wrongs done to 
dur Neighbours, and asking their Pardon, 
and making them Reſtitution, if we are 
able, is certainly a neceſſary Qualification 
for that Abſolution which the Sick is to 
receive from the Elder or Bifhop, &c. Yer, 
hat this is not the Only, nor indeed the 


-{Wrimary or chief deſign of the Words I 
IM Wnuſt aſſert, from their immediate conne- 
vd {ion to the preceedin Words, which re- 
ter Wuire the Prieſtly Abclusion and this 
n. Duty of Confeſſing one to another, being ad- 
, 25 Ned with a © Therefore, ſhews the Reaſon 
hy the fick muſt Confeſs, viz. That he 


ay obtain the Abſolution of his Spiritu- 
l Viſitor before ſpoken of; and then 
o whom the Confeſſion muſt be made, 


ng Wor this Abſolution, is plain by this“ Oe 
ius to another; One is the ſick Perſon who 
1t Ws to Confeſs, Another, is the Miniſter of 
en hriſt, who is to receive the Confeſſion: 


or, this Miniſter is call'd to the ſick for 
is Spiritual Benefit; this Miniſter is the 


. | 


ly Perſon which the Text ſuppoſes to be 
reſent at the Examination of the ſick 
an's Conſcience, For indeed, it cannot 
de proper that any other ſhould then be 


W, {reſent at ſo weighty an Enquiry and 
ds {crutiny ; this Miniſter is the only Another 
1fe erſon then preſent, that has Power from 
fe WE OT any Chai 


. 


 T.489 | 
Chriſt to Forgive or Abſolve Penitents 
and therefore the Word Another, mult be 
referr'd to the ſpiritual Elder before ſpaken 
of in the Text; and conſequently, by Con. 
teſſing One to Another , in this Place, muſt 
mean the Sick ta the Prieſt: This is con- 
firm'd 9 the following Context,“ Azd 
* Pray One for Another, that Fl may be heal- 
« ed,” Which till has à reference to the 
ſick Perſon and the Elder, and ſignifies, 
that the Miniſter mpſt Pray for the Sick, 
that he“ may be Healed ; for, as an Encqu- 
ragement to this Duty of the Miniſter, 
and to ſtrengthen both his and the ſick 
Man's Faith, the Holy Ghoſt adds © The 
* effectual fer vent Prayer of g Righteous Man, 
« availeth much; i, e. the Prayer of ſucha 
Man of God, as the Elder before ſpoken 
of availeth much; in Witneſs where- 
of, he, in the next Words, gives us an 
Inſtance of the Efficacy of the Prayers of 
Elias, the Authorized Prophet and Man of 
God, who was a Righteous Man; and.; 
thereby Explains what is meant by the 
Righteous Man before-mention*d, vis. AK 
Holy Authoriz'd Miniſter, a Man of God, Ing 
ſuch as the Elder or RR Cc, who 1 
call'd to Pray for the ſick Perſon. Thus 
£very part of this Text of St. James, has ap. 
neceſſary reference to the Elder and thehie 


Sick 


SHER (49) 

Sick, who calls for him; and therefore, 
when tis ſaid, Canfeſs your Faults one to 
another, tis meant, that the Sick ſhould 
Confets to the Prieſt ; except the Oppo- 
ſers will have the Prieſt to make his Con- 
feſſion to the Sick; for there are no other 
Perſons mention'd to Confeſs and to be 
Confefs'd to. St, Peter in his Firſt Epiſtle 
cap. v. 5 commands us thus All of you 
be ſurbject one to another; the Context de- 
termines the meaning of this © One to ano- 
* ther, by the Perſons there ſpoken of; for 
in the firſt part of the Verſe, the Apoſtle 
ſays, © Te Jounger, ſubmit your ſelves unto 
* the Elder ;” and then immediately adds, 
Tea, all of you be ſubject one ta another; 
that is, all of you Jounger before. nam d, be 
abject to your Elders above-mentiowd ; or all 
of you be ſubjet Oue (that is the Voun- 
ger) to Another, that is, the Elder. So 
hen *tis ſaid, © Confeſs therefore your Sins 
* one to another, the Context muſt deter- 
mine who muſt Confeſs, and who mult be 
onfels'd to, by the Perſons therein men- 
tion'd, and they are no other than the Sick 
and the Elder; and therefore, the Sick muſt 
onfeſs his Faults, and this Confeſſion muſt 
Wc made to the Elder; i. e. the Biſhop or 


Upon 
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rieſt ; or, Confeſs your Faults One, i. e. the 
| ick, to Another ; 2. e. the Spiritual Elder. 
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Upon the whole, when St. James com- 
mands us to Corfeſs one to another, he means 
no other, than that we muſt confeſs to 
another who has Power and Authority 
to receive our Confeſſton, and that is 
the Prieſt, who has the power of Abſo. 
Jution ; ——juſt as St, Peter's Command, 
that We muſt all be ſubject one to another, 
means, that we muſt pay Subjection to 
thoſe to whom *tis due, 1. e. our Superi-i 
ours. . ee re Ol 
But to conclude this Head; tho? it ſhoul( 
( contrary to all Reaſon ) be allow'd, that 
the Letter of this Command, © Corfe| 
« your Faults one to another, related on- 
ly to that Confeſhon which ſhould be: 
made to our . Neighbour, of the Wrong 
we have done him; yet ſtill it will follow 
by parity of Reaſon, that Confeſſionought 
to be made to God's Miniſter ; ——For, 
if I muſt in ſome Caſes, Confeſs to my 
Neighbour, the Wrongs I have done him, 
It muſt be upon this Foundation; that *tis 
in his Power to Pardon me thoſe Wronss 
upon ſome Conditions, and in ſome De- 
ree or other; elſe what need of Conte! - 
9 to him, and why ſhould God enjoyn 
us this Duty? Our Saviour requires us, 
that if our Brother treſpaſs againſt ts ani 
' repent , we ſhould forgive him, St. Lale 
| | Xvi. 


(4 9 

vii. 3. This ſhews, that the Wronged have 
Dower to forgive; and this power of For- 
giving, is the Motive and Foundation up- 
on which the Treſpaſſer Repents and con- 


eſſes his Faults to him. From hence a- 
s Wiſes this Maxim, That Wrongs commit- 
„ga, muſt in ſome Caſes be Confeſs'd to 
0, Whoſe who have a Power of Pardoning, 
„nd Abſolving from the Penalties, due to 
Whoſe! Wrongs ; otherwiſe what ſigniſies 


their pardoning Power, if no Confeſſion 
de due to it? And therefore, the Sins we 
ave committed againſt God, ought to be 


7 onfeſs'd to his Proxies and Repreſenta- 
ej wer, Whom, he hath veſted with hig ow 
0 luthority to Abſolve us from all our Sins, 


ind; in his ſtead to Inſure and Seal our 
ardons, upon due Evidence of our Re- 
Repentance. „ 


u But not to be any further prolix upon 
his Subject, I proceed to prove, 
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9 1. N irdly, That Sinners are bound 
Ido fubmit to all che Prudent and 
Lawful Injunctions ich the Church, i. 


the Spiritual Governoutrs thereof fhall lay 
on them by way of Penance, for the moi. 
tification of their Sins 
This will neceffarily follow froth thatPow: 
er and Authority which Biſhops'and Prieſt 
wth to 3 and xg Sins; for Abſo 
ution cannot be given but upon proper Evi. 
dences of Apen ne and Al oſs Evi. 
dences are not only wanting, but the con- 
trary affektions to ſome grievous Sins diſco· I ev 
ver themſelves, then tis time to interpoſe tie A 
Spiritual Authority of Retaining thoſe Sins les 
till the Sinner gives ſufficient Teſtimon Ef 
of his Penitential abhorrence and deteſta- 
tion of them; the way to oblige him tc 
this, when all other gentler means fail, Yan! 
by Excommunication and delivering him 
unto Satan; the Effect of which is, 1ſt 
& The depriving the Offender of thofe dai 
Means which are in Chriſtianity afforded 
ank 


«po 2 the Prayers of the Chaveh, the 
& lick uſe e and Sees 
« ent of the Lord's Supper. And, >aly. 
e the Apoſtles tones, there was % "fa 9 
e wart of this 3 viz. Corpps 
« 7a/ Power an Poſſyfon, aud 2 of : 
% Stun, on thoft bo: were deliver? 
« to the Deſtruction of the 10 I. e. 5h 
i the iflifFing Bodily Diſeafes on the Sinner. 
Hammond on 1 Cor. v. 5. That 17 Spirit 
4 may be ſaved in the D of the Lord 7052 
This was a dreadful Puniſhment, an 
ſtil not fevere Penance that could be Aude; 
and that the Apoſtles, and other Spiritual. 
via Governours of the Church, had power to 
i. lay it on Sinnets, to put them to a Neceffi- 
iy of Reforming heir Lives, is Vo 
evident from, 1 Cor. v. 1, * A8 
* tho” this Corporal Infliktion f Bite. 
* Torments, is not now the viſible 
of Excotnmudnication, yet ſtill the 
JVpiritual Effect of being depriv'd of the 
means of Salvation, by being cut off from 
any ae in the Prayers of the 
im in the publick uſe of God's Word, 
and in the teceptith. of the bleſſed 'Sa- 
cament, remains as firm as in the Apo- 


Mes Days ; and "expoſes the Sinner to the 
Spiri- 


* h 1 6340 F 
ſpiritual and therefore. more Dangerous Af: 
aults of the, Inviſible Powers of Darkneſs, 
than the infliction of thoſe Bodily Torments 
and Diſeaſes were; for hereby he is de. 
priv'd of all Communion, with God, and 
conſequently of all that ſpiritual Armour 
and Defence, whereby the Members of the 
Church are enabled ro quench all the fiery 
Darts of the Devil: The Power of inflict. 
iog this heavy Penance, is ſtill in the. Spiri. 
tual Governours of the Church ; Becauſe 
the Church is the Spiritual Kingdom of 
Chriſt, and the Governours thereof are his 
Vicegerents, as having their Commiſſion 
convey d to them, Only from him their Spi- 
ritual Sovereign, without the interpoſition 
of any ſecular Worldly Powers whatſoever; 
and therefore they muſt have ſufficient ſpi- 

ritual 1 or the Government of thi 
Spiritual Kingdom, otherwiſe, their bein 
made his Repreſentatives, in being /ext 
him, even as he was ſent by his Father, and 
having the Stewardſhip of his Word and 
Sacraments committed to them, would be 
to no purpoſe at all; — and ſo all Men in 
the Church would be leved to an Equal: 
ty conſequently, and every the moſt profligat: 
Sinner have an equal Right to all the exter 
nal Privileges that — to the obedient 
Members of this Spiritual Society; and in 


: Con- 


es. 1 
vonſequence of this, all the Divine Myſte- 
ries of our moſt Holy Religion, mu be 
proſtituted and expog'd, to the vile Pro- 
pha nations of the moſt Impudent and moſt 
Incorrigible Sinners, without any Remedy 
for ſuch daring, ſuch monſtrous Wickedneſs. 
But this is ſo egregiouſly oppoſite to all the 


Deſigns of Chriſtianity, that, only to men- 


tion it, is ſufficient to ſhew, not ny the 
— 824 but alſo the very Inconſiſtency 
and Contradiction thereof; and therefore 
the Spiritual Vicegerents of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, muſt have ſufficient' Power and 
Authority toRule and Govern his Church, 
and conſequently, to inflict the Penance 
of Excommunication on Notorieus Offen- 
ders, for their Reformation, and for a 
Terror to all others; without which, the 
Ends of Spiritual Government can never 
be obtain'd, nor the Power of Bindin; 
and Looſing, of ' Abſolving and retaining 
Sins, wherewith our Lord has veſted th 
Governours of his Church, be of any Uſe 
or Benefit whatſoever. EY VEE: 
"7 Tk» 6 1 
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S. 2. Seeing then, that the Spiritual Go 
vernours of the Church, have Power and 
Authority to infli this utmoſt and ſeve- 
reſt Penance for the mortification of Sin, 
it muſt needs be, hs have Authos 
e190! rity 


211 
* 
/ 


e 

rity, to enjoyn all ſuch lower degrees of 
Penance as have a tendency to the mortifi- 
cation of Sin; and which when ſubmitted 
to are declarativeof the ſincerity of the Sin- 
ner's Repentance, and of no Worldly Be- 
nefit or Advantage to the Impoſet of them: 
Becauſe (here heing no room for: ſuſpicion 
of Secular Intereſt in our Spiritual Goyer- 
Nours-impoſing/ſuch Penantes) their Au- 
thority for that Which is Moſt, includes 
Authority for hat is Leſs ; their Power 
to enjoyn the Greateſt, includes, and ne- 
veſſarily contains their Authority to re- 
quire'a leſs Penance, when; it 13; ſubſervi- 
ent to the Ends of Spiritual Government, 
the reſtoration of loſt and undone Sinners. 
For this Rea ſon, our Lord retzuires, in the 


Caſe gf a Brother's Treſpaſſing againſt us, 


that when we cannot reclaim him, by 
making him giye us rea ſonable Satis fact i- 
on, we myſt; tell it to the Churah; i. e. 
the Governing part of it; 4nd that if he 
*1pegled to gar the Charehzo he ſhould br 
to us as an Heathen Mam an a Publi- 
can; that is, he ſhould be excluded our 
Communiom and abandon'di gur Socie- 
. and Conyerſation, gt. Matt. xviii. 17. 
Wherein tis evident, that Chriſt requires 
the Offending Brother's Submiſfom to the 
award, and Detetmination of the Gover- 

2 | nours 


nours of the Church; and this award can 
be nothing leſs than a Penance to the Of- 
fender, be it either to acknowledge his 
Fault, or to make any Reſtitution to his 
wronged Brother; — and upon his neg. 
lecting to ſubmit to this Penance, our Lord 
requires to ſet a mark of 93 PR 75 '; 
and promiſes, in the next Words, 
„Erber (upon ſuch accounts as. 51 
&« | the, Goyernours of the Church s 
« Bind on Earth, ball be Bound in 25 
Verks 18.16. Whomſoever (thus neg- 
your Deter Samedan &« you-ſhall 
out of the Church on Earth 10 
« Schaal, Repentance, and ſubmiſſion to 
your | Cenſures, and Reformation upon 
them, and ſincere delire to reconcile aud 
<.-apptove. themſelves to you, be 
« excluded: from Heaven: ——Theſe 595 
« ſures. of yours inflicted by this Com 1 8 
« ſion from me, hall be back'a Me,; 
And rther, 
that this Authority. of. impoſing wholſome 
Penance upon Sinners, might not be pre- 
carious and uncertain, as to the Perſons 
who ſhould exerciſe. it,,and, the extept of 
their Power, our Saviour tells his Apoſtles, 
Men the Son of Man ſhall ſit in the Throne 
„ his! Gloꝶ, De alſo: [bull ſit; upon 1me{ve 
*; 4 hrones, judging the twelve Tribes of | & 
2 ts 


\ =—_ | . 
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St. Matt. xix. 28. Thereby making them 
and their Succeſſors the Biſhops, his Spiri- 
tual Ol eee them in their 


Epiſcopal Chairs, whiefi the Scripture 
here, and the Primitive Chriſtians in con- 
formity thereto, call Thrones, and giving 
them Power and Authority to be the Su- 
Ae e e e. and Judges over 
his whole Spiritual Kingdom, the Church 
Militant, reprefented herè by the twelve 
Tribes of Ire; And therefore to Judge 
and Cenſure Sinners, and in proportion to 
their Crimes, to enjoyn thein greater or 
leſſer Penances, proper for the effecting of 
their Reformation and Amendment. I 
ſay, our Lord here, gives the Spiritual 
Princes and Judges of his Church, Power 
to inflict greater and leſſer Penances in pro- 
portion to Men's Sins; for this Reaſon, 
Becauſe, otherwiſe, (ſince they have Au- 
thority to 4mpoſe the Greateſt Penance) 
they would have it in their Power either 
to puniſh all Sins of what Degree ſever, 


but with One only and that® tie ſevereſt Pe- 
nance, wick is abſurd; or elſe not at all 


to puniſh any other chan ti moſt' Notori- 

rious and Flagitious M irledueſſos, and ſo all 

other Sins to 90 and remain Uncenſur'd 
d 


and Unteform'd;\whichis'equally- Ridi- 
pb 8 i go 4 Y "ITS X Waka r \ <2 culous, 
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culous; as being utterly contrary to all the 
Ends and Deſigus of any Supreme Power 
of Judicature whatſoever.  _. 


S. 3. There is then Authority in the Bi- 
. ſhops of the Church, to appoint greater and 
b leſſer Penances in proportion 10 Men's 
Sins; and conſequently there muſt be the 
like tho? not equal Power in the Prieſts , 
who receive it from, and exerciſe it in 
ſubordination to their Biſhops : But 
what theſe Penances are, and and when 
they ſhall be preſcrib'd, is left to the Wil- 
dom and Prudence of our Spiritual Gover- 
nours, always provided, that they be ſuch 
1 Only as are ſuitable to the Ends of Spiri- 

tual Government, which was inſtituted 


8. purely to reconcile Rebellious Sinners to 
x their offended God, and to keep them in 
n, 


due Subjection and Obedience to his Di- 
vine Will and Pleaſure, that they may 
obtain Eternal Life. 

I ſhall not go, about to prove, That the 
Penances of abſtaining for ſome time from 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper; of 
Faſting and Watching; of Abſtinence and 
Self-denial ; of refraining the Com pa ny of 
our beloved Companions, and the forſaking 
of our profitable Employments, when they 
are the cauſe of our Sins; of Reſtitution 

E 3 and 
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and Satisfaction to our Neighbours for 


Wrongs done them; of extraordinary Alms 
to the Poor and Indigent, When we know 
not to whom to make Reſtitution ; of pub- 
lick acknowledging and revocation of our 
Wickedneſſes, and the like; 1 fay, I ſhall 
not go about to prove, that theſe Penan- 
ces are directly inſtrumental to the Ends 
of Spiritual Government, they have been 
always thought fo, and enjoyn'd and prac- 
tic'd as ſuch, by the Beſt of Men in all 
Ages: And therefore there's no Reaſon to 
queſtion,that the Governours of the Church 


have Power and Authority to enjoyn 


them, ſince ſome of 'em are Duties, whe- 
ther they require them or no ; and others 
of them are proper Deleteries and Reme- 
dies for Sin, and ſignificant Evidences and 
Signs and Tokens of Repentance. 


g. 4. Hence our Church, in the Preface 
to her Office for Ab- Wedneſday, call'd the 
Commination, tells us, that, In the Pri- 
«© mitive Church there was a Goal). Diſci- 
&« pline ; that at the beginning of Lent, 1 


“ Perſons as ſtood convicted of Notorious Sin, 


& 


& were put to open Penance, and puniſbd in 
* This World, that their Souls might be ſa- 
ved in the Day if the Lord; and that o- 
tf thers admoniſbed by their Example, might 

| | i | « be 


(61) 
be the more afraid to offend: And then 
wiſhes that * the. ſaid Diſcipline may be re- 
“ ſtored again: Which, would to God ſhe 
would not only wiſh, but exert her ut- 
moſt Power to reſtore, for the Good and 
Welfare of Mens Souls, which languiſh 
and periſh, for want of ſuch Spiritual Cor- 
rectives: Something towards this ſhe does 
enjoyn and require of us, in her appointed 
Days of Faſting and Abſtinence, which 
ſhe commands us to obſerve; — and in 
her Requiring every Pariſh Prieſt to ob- 
ſerve theſe following Rules with reſpect to 
Wicked Perſons, who offer to come to the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, — vir. 
F any of thoſe be an open and notorious evil 
Liver, or have done any Wrong to his 
| WE Neighbours, by Word or Deed, ſo that the 
& Congregation be thereby offended, the Curate 
* having knowledge thereof, ſhall call him and 
« advertiſe him, that in any wiſe he peſume not 
to come to the Lord's Table, until he hath 
« openly declar'd hi:/elf to have truly repent- 
« ed and amended his former naughty Life; 
« that the Congregation may thereby be ſatise 
* fied, which before were offended; and that 
« he hath recompens'd the Parties to whow 
* he hath done Wrong, or at leaſt, declare him- 
* ſelf to be in full purpoſe ſo to do, as ſoon as 


. 


* he convenently may. 5 
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7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12. 59. 72, 73. 75, 76. 79 
Q3, 94. 97+ 108, 109, 110. 114. 121: 126, 
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“ 'The ſame Order ſhall the Curate uſe with 

& thoſe betwixt whom he perceiveth Malice and 
4 Hatred to reign, Not Suffering them to 
« be partakers of the Lord's Table, until he 
& know them to be recontiled. And if one of the 
4 Parties ſo at Variance, be content to forgive, 
& from the bottom of his Heart, all that the 
« other hath treſpaſſed againſt him, and to 
« make amends for that he hath offended ; and 
« the other —_ will not be perſwaded to a 
& Godly Unity, but remain ſtill in his From- 
« ardneſs and Malice; the Miniſter in that 
« Caſe, ought to admit the penitent Perſon to 
« the Holy Communion, and Not him that is 
« Dbſtinate. Provided that every Miniſter 
<«« ſo Repelling any,—ſþall be oblig'd to give 
& an account of the ſame to the Ordinary, with. 
& in fourteen Days at the fartheſt : Aud the 
& Ordinary ſhall proceed againſt the offending 
« Perſon, according to the Canon, Thus the 
Prieſts of our Church have Authority not 
only to Repel ſome Notorious Offenders, 
from the Table of the Lord, but alſo to 
enjoyn them the Penance of Openly declu. 
ring their Repentance ; and conſequently 
of publickly acknowledging their forme! 
Guilt. And in her Conſtitutions and Ca- 
nons Eccleſiaſtical, Canon 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 


127 


9 
663) 
127, 128, 129: 131, 133, 134, 135, 136. 
138, 139, 140, 141.—— She threatens 
Sinners of ſeveral forts with Excommuni- 
cation; that they ſhall not be reſtor'd until 
they Repent and publickly. revoke their 
Wickedneſs ; that ſome of them ſhall ſuf- 
fer Deprivation, and others Suſpenſion, &c: 
according to their ſeveral Demerits ; all 
which are Penances.grievous to Fleſh and 
Blood, but yet wholſome and neceſſary 
for the Reformation of Men's Lives, to 
oblige them to evidence their Repentance, 
and make it as conſpicuous as their Sins 
were heinous, and to be a Terror and 
Dread to all others, that they may eſcape 
the Divine Wrath and Vengeance. But 
O Tempora! O Mores ] how: fearful is that 
Account which ſome muſt give to the all- 
ſeeing Judge of Heaven and Earth, for 
hindering, and others for neglecting the 
Obſervation and due Execution of theſe 
juſt and wholſome Penances; by reaſon 
of which obſtruction, and want of Spiri- 
tual Diſcipline, many are now ſuffer'd to 
eat and drink their own Damnation, by 
being admitted (wreaking as they are in 
their abominable Sins) to the Tremendous 
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of our 
Crucified Saviour! 


8. f. 
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bertines call Prieſt-Ridden, that we are 


ferr'd by him on his Prieſts and Miniſters. 


with a Vengeance anſwerable to their da- 


FFF A01-563409 8 
8. 5- But ſpiritual Rebellion is now 
e Triumphant, and threatens the de- 

ruction of Chriſt's Spiritual Kingdom. 
We are now fo far from being what Li. 


endeavouring to ſubject the Prieſts Autho- 
rity to the vile and baſe Humour of the 
Beaſts of the People. We are not only 
diſobedient to the Laws of the Church, and 
kick and ſpurn at her Holy Diſcipline; 
we not only refuſe to ſubmit to her Me- 
dicinal Correctives and remedies. for Sin, 
but we impudently force her ſacred Fen- 
ces, and compell the Diſpenſers of the Di- 
vine Myſteries, to give that which is Holy 
unto the Dogs, and to caſt their Pearls 
before ſuch Swine as trample them under 
their Feet, and turn again and rend and 
tear even the Body of Chriſt, his Holy 
Spouſe the Church, by their avow'd Schiſms 
and Seperations and reſiſting and uſing 
their utmoſt endeavours to deſtroy and 
make void, the Authority of our Lord con- 


But let us not be Deceiv'd, God is not 
Mock'd; He that deſpiſes them deſpiſes him, 
and he will certainly puniſh all contem- 
ners of his Authority committed to them, 


ring 


Ow 


665) 


ing Impiety. For, as Samuel told Sew, 


ho diſobey'd the Divine Command laid 
de- In him by the Prophet of God Rebel- 
m. ion it as the Sin of Witcher aft and Stubborn- 
Li. i as Iniquity and Idolatry, 1 Sam. xv, 


23. And therefore St. Jude pronounces 
oncerning thoſe who deſpiſe Dominſon, Mo 
© anto them; —— they have periſh*d in the 
$ Gainſaying of Corab; —— to them is re- 
© ſerved the Blackneſs 7 Darkneſs for ever, 
Ep. of St. Jade, Verſes 8. 11. and 13. 


5. 6. On the other Hand, Obediente is better 
han Sacrifice, and to He arten, than the Fat of 
Rams, 1 Sam. xv. 22. And God has given 
us a very remarkable Inſtance of his great 
alue and Eſteem thereof, by cauſing the 
bedience of the Houſe of the Rechabites, 
vho abſtain'd from drinking Wine, Build- 
ing, or having of Houſes, ſowing Seed, and 
Planting, or having Vineyards, at the 

ommand of their Father Jonadab, to be 
recorded, and ſtand as an everlaſting Me- 
morial in the Sacred Oracles, for our Ex- 
ample ; and not only ſo, but he highly 
Rewards this their Self-denial, and Sub- 
miſſion to their Father's Will; command- 
ing his Prophet to tell the Rechabites, 
* Thas ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the God 
5 of Iſrael, begauſe you have obey'd the C 22 

man 
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« nandment of Jonadab your Father, an 
<< kept all his Precepts, and done accordin 
« unto all that he hath commanded: you; 
ce Therefore thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, th 
« God of Iſrael, Jonadab, the Son of Re. 
& chab, ſhall not want a Man to ſtand. befon 
« me for ever, Jer. XXXV. 18, 19. This 
neceſſarily implies, that it was their Du 
to obey that Command of their Fa 
ther, tho? it did intrench upon what ou: 
Sons of Belial will call their Liberty am 
Pꝛoperty; for the) Dbey'd the Commandment (| 
their Father; *tis not faid, they comply d 
with his Requeſt; no, they were Con. 
manded this Selt-denial, and becauſe *twas 
the Command of their Father, therefore; 
they held themſelves bound and oblig'd 
to Obey it; and God himſelf highly ex 
tols and rewards their Obedience. 
Since then, tis the Duty of Children to 
ſubmit to and obey the Commands of their 
( 
| 
| 


Natural Parents, with relation to things 
otherwiſe Indifferent, even in Caſes which 
it may be, have no tendency to the Chil: 
drens ſpiritual Advantage,but are enjoyn'd 
them probably for temporal Ends and Pur- 
poſes only, and yet oblige them to ſeveral 
Acts of Selt-denial and Mortification, as 
in the Example here before us: Much 
more mult it be the Duty of Chriſtians to 
| ſubject 
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ubject themſelves to the wiſe and pru- 


An. 


ain ent Injunctions of their Spiritual Parents, 
& be Stewards, of the ' Myſteries of God, 
th 


ho Regenetate them mediately into a 
tate of Salvation, by Baptiſm, which is 
a Benefit infinitely: beyond what their Na- 
ural Birth could intitle them to; and who 
Wnouriſh their Souls unto Eternal Life, b 

the Miniſtration of the Word, and Sacra- 
ment of Chriſt's Body and Blood , which 
infinitely excels any the beſt ſupport and 
maintenance adminiſtred to them by their 
Natural Parents as ſuch, —and who fur- 
ther, have Authority from God himſelf, 
to abſolve them from their Spiritual Lap- 
ſes when Repented of, and to reſtore them 
to the Divine Favour, which their Na- 
tural Parents cannot poſſibly do by Vir- 
tue of ſuch their Paternity: Much more, 
OB Jay, muſt it be the Duty of Chriſtians to 
ou ſubmit to and obey the wholſome Com- 
J mands of theſe Spiritual Fathers and 
Guides of Souls, when they are ſuch as are 
effectual to the mortification of Sin, and 


have no other aim and deſign, than their 
I neceſſary Reformation, and eternal Salya= 
tion: For, as eben of Perſons 
Things, which have a relation to what is 


Al Supernatural and Eternal, exceeds; and is 
} ſuperior co, the Excellency of ſuch n 
r | | an 
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Dy which relates to the Latter: Our 


concerning ſuch as would follow) I 
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and Things as relate to-what is but N. 
tural and Temporal: So our obligation - 
Obedience and Submiſſion, - with - reſped 
to the former, is more Binding than our 


himſelf confirms this, by 'affirming 
« If any man come to me, and hate not hi 
% Father and Mother, and 2 = and Children 
« 4nd Brethren and 57 ers, ea, and his om 
4 Life alſo, he cannot Figs ay Dip St. Luke 
Kiv. 26. J. He cannot be my Diſciple, i 
he does hot in compariſon of me, hate 
them, or chuſe to leave them for my ſake, 
when his affection to them, ſtands in com. 
rb with his Duty to mem. 
To conclade this Head; tho? Athr 
its, 2 , atid: Libertines, and all the ſcan. 
dalous Club of the Sons of Belial, Prieft- 
haters, Enthufiaſts, Schiſmaticks, and. He. 
retiels, belelvout their Poyſonous and Dia- 
bolical Blaſphemies, and Rave againſt our 
Eord's Divine Inflitution of the Chrittian 
Prieſtho6d,- and the unalichable | Rights 
and Powers thereof, and particularly the 
Chutch's Authority to Rerain Sins, and 
ordain wholfome 'Remedies: and furtable 
Penances for them; Theſe are mot cer- 
tain Truths, Th Fleſb and Blood ruunms in- 
1 b ere bie 2 of God, 1 Cor. Av. 2. 
— 0 7 at 


(49) 

I That if me live after the Heſb, we ſhall 
die, Rani . 2 we ſhall die to 
eternal Happineſs, and live in everlaſting 
Miſery.—— That we muſt therefore“ Mor- 
« rifie the Deeds of the Body, Rom. viii, 13. 
«| and crucifie our Fleſh, with its Affection: 
4 and Luſts, Gal. v. 24. That, © If our 
« right Eye (i, e. any thing as dear to 
us, as that is) ling ws, (i. e. cauſe us to 
ſin) © we muſt þ uck it out and caſt it from 


4 us; and if our 45 hand offend us, 


«we muſt cut it off, andcaft it from 
« us ;\ for it is profitable for us, thut on? 0 
„our Members ſhould periſh, and not that our 
« whole Body ſhould be caſt into Hell, St. Matt. 
v. 29, 30. In ſhort, we muſt © Den) our 
ſelves, and take up our Croſs, to follow 
* Chriſt, St. Matt. xvi. 24. And all thoſe 
who are ignorant, or forgetful of the time 
and manner of performing theſe'great and 
neceſſary Duties of Mortification and Self. 
denyal, and, O how unſpeakably great is 
their Number ? re bound to attend to, 
and diligently obſerve and obey, the pru- 
dent Inſtructions, and ſalutary Injuncti- 
ons of thoſe Spiritual Guides whom God 
has ſet over them To open their Eyes, and 
to turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and 
from the Power 'of Satan, anto Goa, that 
© they may receive forgiveneſs of Sins, and In- 
* hetitanee among them that are Sandilled, 84 
Acts 
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c turn to God, and do Wpzks meet for Repen- 
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Acts xxvi. 18. For which Bleſſed Ends 
ſuch Spiritual Guides have Authority to 
“ ſhem unto them that they ſhould repent and 


&« tance, Verſe 20. And if Sinners do not 
know, they muſt learn what theſe Works 
are, and ſubmit to the authoriz d Guides 
of their Souls, when they teach and require 
them to perform tlie. | 


S. 8. For, ſays the Holy Ghoſt, © Obs 
* them that have the Rule over you, and (ub 
« mit yoar ſelves, for they watch for your 
& Souls, 45 they that muſt give account, that 
& they may do it with Joy, and not with 
& Grief, for that is Unprofitable for you, Heb: 
X1ll. 17. This lays an Obligation upon us 
both to obey, and ſubmit: to, the Spiritual 
Governours of the Chureh; Obedience is no 
more than Doing the Lawful Things the 
command: but Susmrss:0N; implies mu 
more, for 'tis an ahaſeing or bringing 
down; a humbling, or putting under; 
and therefore ſignifies that we muſt abaſe 
and bring down our proud falſe Under- 
ſtandings ; and make our aſpiring, concei- 
ted,and but pretended Reaſons, to humble 
and ſubject themſelves to the Authority 
commanding, and. neceſſarily: preſuppoſes, 
that the Thing enjoyn'd is very likely to 


* 
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meet with the e of Fleſh and 
Blood, and all thoſe falſe Arguings which 
Men naturally betake themſelves to, that 
- they may avoid the unpleaſing Diſcipline 


= which the Governours of the Church 
. have Authority to impoſe on them, for 


the mortification of their ſinful Luſts and 
re Paſſions: And the Reaſon why we muſt 
thus ſubmit, is, becauſe They watch for 
our Souls, as they that mo give Account; 
they have the Spiritual Guardianſhip and 
Oyerſight of our Souls; they are the au- 
thoriz'd Inſpectors and Monitors, the 
Guides, and Directors, to whoſe Care and 
Government God has committed us; and 
of this their great Truſt, they muſt give 
an Account to him, who expects, and 
will require of them a diligent and faith- 
ful diſcharge of their Duty, and will moſt 
certainly Puniſh all thoſe who hinder or 
refuſe to ſubmit to their due Execution 
thereof, in appointing proper Correctives 
for Sin, and Exemplary Tokens and Signs 
of true Repentance ; the want of which 
| being not only unprofitable, but alſo very 
miſchievous and deſtructive to the Healt 
and ſafety of our Immortal Souls, as Expe- 
rience abundantly demoaftrates from the 
dreadful Deſolation which we ſee Chriſti- 
anity now reduc'd to, over the Face of the 
whole Earth. 
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Xt; Reformed ever thought of Re. ba tizing 
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6 1. e no- to hat we e Hnd af. 
ſerted by our Author, in favour 
of La -Baptiſm, Pag. 22, 23, 24. in theſe 
Words; * "There is a Conceit lately go! 
e in among us, that denies all 1 
< not Baptiz d among us to be Chriſtians, 
e ſhuts them out of Chriſt's Covenant, 
4 and thinks them no bettet than Hea- 
ee thens. A Notion; that tho” it once got 
e into ſome Churches, who thought that 
«Te. Baptiſm of Hereticks Was of no va- 
« lue, and was to be repeated upon their 
&« coming into the Church, yet Was fo 
te Solemnly Condemn'd and Rejected by 
« aff the Churches of God, now. For above 
« Fourteen hundred Years, - In Popery 
« the. Midwives generally Baptize : Yet, 
&« tho? this is againſt an expreſs Rule of 
„the Apoſtles, that a Woman ought not 
4 to ſpeak in the Church; none of the 


as * Perſons ſo — nor did ou! 
Church 


C2 > 
* 
o w*dy. © 
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Church at the Reſtoration ever enter 
« tain the leaſt motion of this ſort: But 
© now. this is receiv'd by many. The 
„common Topick for ſupporting this 
« wild unheard of Paradox, is, That the 
« Commiſſion to Preach and Baptize, was 
„given to the Apoſtles, ſo that noge but 
« their, Succeſſors can pretend to it. But 
* has. not every Chriſtian in Caſes of 
Neceſſity, a Right to Teach and Inſtruct 
* another, and to perſwade him to be- 
come a Chriſtian? And therefore, tho 
it is a very juſt part of the Order of the 
Church, that none but Perſons initia- 
ted into Holy Functions ſhould Baptize 
and Preach, yet Neceſſity is above all 
Rules: In ſuch a Calls. gy Bay Bap- 
tize as well as Preach.. The Faith of 
the Trinity gives every Man a Right 
to Baptize ; and this has been the con- 
ſtant Senſe of the Church for 'aboye 
Fourteen hundred Years, which in a 
Ritual Matter is certainly of great Au- 
thority. They reckon'd that Baptiſm is 
the Gift of Chriſt to his Church, when 
given in the Name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt. - It is Chriſt's 
Baptiſm, be they who give it, Here- - 
ticks, or Orthodox, Clergy or Laity; 
and 1n the latter Ages, Men or Women. 

+ ans „This 


* mong us, which may ſignifie all Perſon 
ſtion but he deſigns thereby, all who ar: 


know, that the Conceit (as he is pleas'd t 
call it) is really this, That all who are pr 


»# 


rity, are not Baptiz'd at all, have recein'd 


17. 'N 
rc This is not the only ſtep ſome are ma: 
<. making towards Fojery: 21 S113" f 
All this our Author aſſerts in behalf of 
Lay Baptiſm ; and T ſhall conſider what 
he affirms in Order as it lies. 


S. 2. 1 t. He ſays,“ There is 4 Conteit late) 


N got in among us, that denies all who are n 


& Baptized among us, to be Chriſtians, (but 
&« them out of Chriſt's Covenant, and think 
„„ them no better than Heathens. - Now, no 
to Carp too much at what is the Grams. 


tical Senſe of “ all who are not Baptiz'd 


Unbaptiz'd ; or all ſuth as are not Bax 
tiz'd by our oαn Miniſters: I don't que 


not Baptis'd by Miniſters Epiopally Or 
dain'd. But he {ſhould have let the Wor! 


| Walt | 


tendedly Baptiz*d by Lay Perſons, either wit 
out, or in Oppoſition to the Epiſcopal Autii 


Chriſtian Baptiſm, and conſequently are not! 
552 of ſack 7 No bs m, iroll'd in 
the number o ny Viſible Church; are u 
in any  Explicite Covenant with Chriſt, « 
more than Heathens are, This is what 
been lately aſſerted, and endeavour'd ! 


3) - 
be provd: And *tis againſt this that our 
Author ought to have exerted his utmoſt 
ſtrength; if it be a falſe Conceit. In order 
of to prove which, it is neceſſary for him to 
at demonſtrate, either, That Perſons are In- 
roll'd Members of Chriſt without Chriſti. 
an Baptiſm ; or elſe, that Lay Men, with- 
teh out, or inO ppoſition to, the [Biſhop's Com- 
na miſſion, have the Power of Baptiſm, and 
therefore of conſtituting Churches. The 
ini firſt is contrary to the whole Tenour of the 
noi Sacred; Oracles; and the latter is not on- 
ly contrary to the yery'. Nature of that 


d cCommiſſion which Chriſt gave to Baptize, 
ſoug but Condemn'd in the beſt and pureſt 
Zapf Ages of the Church, as is plain from St. 
que lenativs, who liv'd in the Time of the 


Apoſtles, Anno Chriſt; 71. and affirms, 
That 4 It is wot Lamful without the Biſhop, 
org © to Baptize. Epiſt. to the Smyrneans, N. 8. 
dj That Mithout Biſhops, Prieſts and Dea- 
cans, there is no Church of the Eleff; 
and that “ he is without, who does anx thing 
ut wit haut the Biſhops, and, Presbyters, and 
“ Deacon. Epilt. to the Trallians, N. a, 
3. ). That, © 45 many as are of Jeſus Chriſt, 
J alſo with the Bibupe—Thaty ® i 
ire “ ny one follows bins t hat males a Schiſin, he 

1 bal not inherit the Ringdou of God. Epiſt. 
at M to the Philadelphians, „. % © 3518 556) 

== 57 bl F 3. Theſe 


Theſe wers the Notions of the A poſto- 
lie! Fathers, which are now reviv'd'and 
Defended, and which our Author Brands 


fs exceeding; the Uncharitableneſs'of the 
5 Pu piſts themſelves; © Who think their Com. 
. % wirnton is th: One Church, but of which 
1 there iñ no Salvation, p. 22. As if to af; 
* ſert the Truths taug ht by the Apoſtles 
bf and their Succefſors;/ Were Worſt than to 
= affirm the Novel falſe Doctrines of the 


corropt- Church of Reme: As if to ſhew 
Men the truly Catholic and Apoſtolic 


. Church, out of which there is no Reveal'd 
* way vf Salvation, and inform them ho 
* to be incorporated into it by Apoſtolic, 


i. e. Epiſcopal Baptiſm, Which is the Ou. 
Inſtitated Means of entrance thorrinto, were 
more Cruel and Uncharitable, than that 
falſe and uncharitable Notion of the Pa. 
piſts, which Damns all Who ate necefficated i 
to ſeperate from them by reaſon of thoſe i | 
Sinful Terms of Communion, which are! im- 
pos'd in that Degenerated Church. — But 
this is only giving ill Names to Things, 
which are, notwithſtanding ſuch hard U- 
fage 4 Sacred and True now, as ever they 
The Apoſtolic Fathers would not 

— "With them, nor abate of their Whol- 
e Rigour ; and ſo neither ſhould we, 
ſince they, Who were certainly the beſt 
| Judges, 
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udges, beld and taught them as neceſſary 
en e which, the — 7 
and Unity of the Church could not ſubſiſt. 
And, as for the diſmal Conſequences of Un- 
authoriz d Lay Baptiſm's being Null, vis. 
That Perſons fo falſely Baptiz'd, are not 
Chriſtians, are ſhut out f Chriſt's Cove. 
nant, and are no better than Heathens. Theſe, 
are but accidental, and oWing to Men's 
Sins and, Impieties, affecting only thoſe who 
are guiltily involv'd in them. But as for o- 
thers, who believe the Articles of the Chris 
ſtian Faith, who cannot be accus'd of any 
Criminal Neglect, and who ate ynwillings 
ly, unaffectedly, and yet invincibly igno- 
rant of the neceſſity of, and therefore ne: 
receive ,Epiſcopal, which is the only 
Inſtituted Baptiſm; ?tis reaſonable ta bes 
lieve, that their Caſe is no worſe than that 
of the Primitive Catechumens, or Candi- 
2 for Baptiſm, who happen'd to die 
before they could be admitted to. that Sa- 
crament, and yet were nor reckon'd as ſhut 
out of Chriſt's Covenant, and no better than 
Heathens ; fot tho“ We are bound to every 
e of God, yet he is not, 
nd therefore can give the inward Spirt- 


: 
- 
* 


tual Graces Where the outward Part of A 
Sacrament cannot be obtain d; which leaves 
room cagugh. for our Charitable Seat 
Whither egains F @ tu nfl: 1 EP 


4 
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“ yet it was ſolemnly condemn d and rejetted 


. 

ments of the Caſe of many Thouſands, 
who never receiv'd the External Baptiſm 
of the Church of Chriſt, having only been 
_ by Lay Perſons, without, or con- 
trary to, the Authority of the Biſhops. |... 


3 


6. 3. But our Author adds, That tho? 
this Notion [of the Nullity of unathori- 
riz'd Lay [ Baptiſm] © once got into ſome 
W 8 0 who thought that the Bapti 71 
« Hereticks was of no value, and was to be 
« repeated upon their coming into the Church 


« by all Churches of God, nom for above 
« Fourteen hundred Tears. By this, the Rea- 
der, who is ignorant of Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
ſtory, would be induc'd' to believe, that 
the Univerſal Church ſolemnly condemm d 
and rejected this Notion of the Nullity of 
unauthoriz'd Lay Baptiſm : But there is 
no ſuch thing, for the Univerſal Church 
in General Council, never made any Ca- 
non that Condemn'd and Reje&ed this 
Notion; and if the Adverſary is pleas'd 
to inſiſt upon it that they did, let him tell 
us,in which of the General Councils it was, 
that we may ſee and believe him. But 
he blends and jumbles together the Notion 
of the Nullity of Unauthoriz'd Lay Bap- 
tiſms, with that of the invalidity of Here- 
rical Baptiſms, which are things vaſtly dif- 
erent 
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erent from one another; thie firſt having no 
rretence' to any Comimiſſi6n at all Vir by 
he Biſhops, and was never diſcuſs d in any 
eneral Council, becauſe the Church was not 
peſter d with ſuch unaccoynrable Lay-Uſur- 
pers, as We are now, till within theſe laſt 200 


Years; And the other, viz: Hetetical Bap- 
i- riſms, being ſuch as were Adminiſter'd hy 
„e Htrreticts, who had by one means or other 
4 been = Canes Ordain'd* co Miniſter in 
e Holy Things: *twas the Diſpute about the 
þ validity of theſe Baptiſms Har Exercis'd the 
4 Primitive Church about 28 middle of the 
ve third Century, When St. prias Biſhop of 
a- W Carthage and his Colleagurs, after the Ex- 
!- {ample of their Predeceſſors, and'i in Confor- 
at mity to the Ancient Cuſtoms of the Afratick 
Churches, and the Determinations in the 
of W two Numerous Synods at Synmngda and I;o- 
is rium, held many Years before,” and the 
h Council of Carthage then, pronounc'd ſuch 


Hererical Baptiſtns co be null and void, 
is As being Deſtitute of any Valid Authority 

d I being perform'd in Hereſie and out of 5 
Jil Church: For they determin'd at ſconium in 
S, the Council under” Firmilian; That all thoſ 
it * ſhould be held as "Unbaptiz'l, who were 25 
nid fath as had once been Bithops, int 
pl © Carboliek Church, if they. were B apt id by 
e- © them after they” had ſepavattd from 14 
f- i © Church, This was oppos'd by Pope Ste- 
it phen, 


(80 


phen, who would Lark: Baptiſms what, 


ſoever, and Le Adminiſter{ 
to be good and valid; which was ſuch aq 


Extreme as the Churches afterwards, wh 
declar'd for the. validity of ſuch Heretici 
and Schiſmatical Baptiſms, as were Admi 
niſter'd in the Name of the Tiioity, could 

t acquieſe in, for they Ordain'd in ſeveral 

ouncils, that all Perſons Baptiz d by Here. 
Hes ſhould Bab in the Name of the 
Trinity, if they had not been ſo Baptiz'd 
before; contrary to the Reſolution of Sre. 


(8 pben Biſhop of Rome, who would allow none 
5 of them to be Baptiz d, but received all in. 
A to the Church by virtue of their firſt; tho 
5 Falſe Baptiſms. This of Repeating thoſe 
. Heretical Baptiſms which were Adminiſter d 
Wn. in the Name of the Trinity, 'tis acknow- 


1 was ſolemnly condemg'd and rejedt. 
ed, but not by all the Churches of God now for 


bi above fourteen hundred Tears, 45 our Author telle 
* as, for the Greek Churches were for a long 

time after St: Cyprians Days divided upon this 
bt eſtion of 7k Nullity of thoſe Baptiſms. 
„ Ihe Council of Arles, Anno 3 14. | which 
[1 conſiſted but of thirty ; three, Weſtern, Bi: 


| Tops, firſt, decided, zog folemoly cov: 
. ran 0 bg Nagongy their Inyalidity, and 


We. 


— 


aſtern Churches did not agree with 


q 
k 

* 
? = 


ſuppoſe 


- 
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e 
ſuppoſe that all, boch Eaſtern and Weſtern 
Churches in this laſt Feriod of, 4 Hears 
had unanimouſly agreed, that FM 


of ſich Hereticks in the Name t the Tri- 
nity is good and valid, contrary, ta the Ca- 
nons of Numerous; Councils in the more 
early and purer Ages of Chriſtianity +> 
What then? Muſt: we, therefog conclude 
them to be more in 4he Right than the Apo- 
ſtolick Fathers, andi thoſe many ANG more 
Primitive Churches: who would not allow of 
this? And why do's not our Author care to 
appeal to the tHree firſt, Centuries: for the 

eiſion of this; Queſtion ? 1s, 45, becauſe 
they io were moe ſt rack | Adherers to, and 
greater; Scicklers; for the unity and geceſſary 
DiſGplite-of the; Church, than afterwards ? 
Qt $46; becsuſe the after Ages! were more 
inlighten'd to diſcover divine Truths than 
thoſe Primitives were? But further, what if 
the after Determinations! concerping Here» 
tick Baptiſm were the belt ! This makes not 
thing for the validity of unauthoriz d Lay- 
Baptiſm —— Becauſe; tis notoripus,; that 
the Churches acknowladg | choſe Heretick 
Baptizers to have ben Commiſſion d by 
Epiſcopal Ordination, as is plain by their not 
Reordaining them when they ca imo the 
Church, which they certainly would have 
lone, if they had never been in Holy Orders 
1 before; 
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before; this te thoſe 3 Baptiſm: 
which were Adminiſter'd by Commiſion, 
and in the Name of the Trinity to be inf. 
nitely different from unauthoriz d Lay. 
ptifms, which are deſtitute of a Comm. 
fron whatſoever, for tho? it ſhould be ſaid that 


thoſe Heretical Baptiſms are valid, betauſe 


they are the External Body of the Sacra. 
ment, as wanting no one Effential Conſti. 


tuent part of that Body, which conſiſts in 


the Commiſſion, the Mater, and the Form 
in the Name of the Trinity, yet this can- 
not be faid for the Unauthoriz'd Lay-Bæp- 
tiſm, becauſe it is not the Body, ſince it 
wants the Commiſſion, which is one of the 
conſtituent eſſential Parts of the out ward Bo- 
dy of the Sacrament of Baptiſm, as has been 
prov'd in the firſt Propoſition of a Book In- 
rituPd Lay - Baptiſm Invalid Firſt . 
13, und Second Edition, P * 
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Page 
either of Which the Reader is re . 
his ſatisſaction herein — So that What 
may he ſaid for - thoſe authorized Heretical 
Baptiſms, is no ways applicable to our unau- 
thoriz?d' Lay-Bapriſms; as being no ways 


parallel to one another, and therefore the 
Churches declaring in favour of ſuch Here- 
tical” Bapriſms,' is no Condemnation-of the 
aſſertion of the Nullity of Lay- Baptiſms 
without, or in oppoſition to the 3 


Aurhofity. 
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If it be ſaid that the Council of Ell. 
beris in Spain, Anno 305. allow'd of Lay- 
Baptiſm -=— Tis anſwer'd, 1ſt, That this 
was no General Council, and ſo did not 
oblige the Univerſal Church. 240, That 
even this Council do's not Countenance Un- 
authoriz?d Lay- Baptiſm,” for the Canon is not 
Declarative of any Right that Laymen have 
in themſelves, as private Chriſtians to Bap- 
tize, no, It only authorizes ſome ſort of 
Laymen to do it in certain Emergencies, and 
upon Conditions, that is, the Canon gives 
them a Power to Baptize; which! they bad 
not before; for if they had, what need of a 
Canon in Council to give them leave? This 
Lay-Chriſtian too was to be in Communion 
with the Biſhop ; He was to be ſuch a one 
as was under no Penance, nor a Bigamiſt — 


He was allow*d by thoſe Biſhops to Baptize 


in a Caſe of Neceſſity thoſe who were on a 
Journey, being at a great diſtance from a 
Church, and this too, apon Condition that he 


preſent the ſo Baptized Perſon, if he ſurvive, 


to the Biſhop, to be Confirm'd by Impoſition 
of his Hands. So that, if any thing can be 
ſaid for the validity of thoſe Lay-Baptiſms, 
it muſt be founded upon thoſe Biſhops Au- 
thority to give ſuch Power to their Lay- 
men, and then it muſt be pleaded rhat the 
Laymen acted by Authority, firſt 1 


" 4 7 
ki 
: 


« goainſt an Expreſs: Rule of the Apoſtles, that 


Prieſt cannot be bad time enough; for 


(8%) 
from their Biſhops; if they had Power to 
give it them; and conſequently that they 
were Epiſcopally authoriz d Lay men, which 
can no ways be ſaid in behalf of our Lay. 
Uſurpers, who” never were authoriz d by 
their Biſhops to hom they owe ſubjection 
and-conſequently can in ao Senſe be ſaid to 
have the Divine Commiſſion to Miniſter in 
ſuch Holy Things; And more eſpecially 
when they act in direſt Oppoſition to, and 
Rebellion againſt Epiſcopacy it ſelt. 


- 
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S. 4. Next he tells us, 1» Popery. the 
« MAI generally Baptize,: Jet tho this i 


< « Womin'ought' wot to-ſpeak in the Church, 
« baptizing the Perſons ſo Baptiz'd, nor did 
© our Chureb at the Reſtoration ever enter- 
« tain the leaſt - motion of this Sort; Nut 
* this is ' received by mam. But I muſt 
beg leave to tell him, that in Popery the 
Mid wives do not generally, but on the 
contrary very ſeldom Baptize, only in 
danger of the Infants Death, when a 


there is a great Providence in this, that 
thoſe People are very diligent to bring 
their Children to the publick Fonts, to 
receive Baptiſm of their Prieſts, notwith- 
. | ſtanding 


Po 


— Co 
anding that” unaccountable and unnatu- 
al liberty Which their Church gives tb 
Mid wives, to Baptize in Caſes of Ex- 
remity: As if they had a greater Rev. 


' by Nence for, and Faith in the | Sacerdotal, 
on, rhan the Midwife Baptiſm, and diſtruſt- 
| to ed the Goodneſs and Validity of ſuch 
in NLay-Miniſtrations— But whatever it be, 
y the Divine Providence do's in Fact ſecure 
he Validity of Baptiſm in the Church of 


Rome, by cauſing the Members thereof to 
be General Baptiz d by their Prieſts, and 
not Midwives, as any Inquiſitive Travel- 
ler into thoſe Countries may be Certified 
if he pleaſe. But, tho? the contrary were 
true, yet even thoſe Midwives ' Baptiſms 
may juftly be preferr'd before our unau- 
thoriz d Lay-Baptiſms, becauſe they are 
not done without, much leſs in oppoſiti- 
on to the Authority of their Biſhops, as 
ours are; So that, upon ſuppoſition, which 
I dare not grant, that thoſe Midwife 
Baptiſms could be defended as Valid up- 
on the account of their Biſhops having 
firſt granted them ſuch Power— Our An- 
ti-Epiſcopal Lay-Baptiſms ſtand deſtitute 
of any ſuch Plea—and therefore, can up- 
on no account whatſoever be deemed Va- 
lid and Good, as being not only with- 
out, but directly oppoſite to the Autho- 

—_ | rity 
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rity of our een * 


knewledges thoſe Midwife. Baptiſms u f 
be. gainſt an Expreſs Rule of the Apo it 
and yet notwithſtanding pleads for them . 
by telling us that none of the Reformed . 11 
nor our Church at the Reſtoration, ee b 
thought of, or entertained the leaſt mot. L 
on of, the Rebaptizing (as he calls it) the © 
Perſons ſo Baptiz d. But what do's the f. 
Negative of zo: Requiring the Rebaptizz k 
tions he ſpeaks of amount to? Why no b 
thing at al} in the matter before us; for 
ſuppoſing, that this ſilence was owing twill f 
the Opinion that the Reformed, and our © 
Church had, of the real Validity of tho © 
Midwife Baptiſms, yet this will make no- © 


thing for the Validity of our Anti-Epiſco- 
pal e becauſe, the Mid wife 
Baptiſms in the Church of Rome are not 
Anti-Epiſcopal, for whether Right ot 
Wrong, - they are in Communion with, 
in Subordination to, and by explicite | per- 
miſſion and conſent of, their Biſhops, and 
therefore not the Subject matter of rhe 
Preſent Diſpute —— Beſides, Silence, 
and Toleration in Things contrary to 
Law of God, are no Arguments for 
the Goodneſs of thoſe Things, nor ſuffi- 
cient Reaſons againſt their amendment 
Moſes for the Hardneſs of Mens Hearts, 


ſaffer'a 
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Communion, all” Schiſmaticks and other 
ſcandalous Sinners; and yet is filent and 


paſſive under all thoſe horrid Proſtitutions, 
which her Prieſts are forced to make of 
the Divine Myſteries, ' to the Sacrilegious 
Mouths of declar'd and known Schiſma- 
ticks, Occaſional Conformiſts, and other 
Profligate Sinners, to 2 them for Se- 
cular Offices of Honour and Profir. But 
all this is no Argument, againſt the Ne- 
ceſſity of a Mans not Divorcing his Wife 
for every Cauſe; of Circumciſion to the 
gems of Epiſcopal Ordination to the Re- 
ormed; of the Spiritual Power of the 
Greek Biſhops, to Nominate and Conſe- 
crate their own Patriarchs and Biſhops; 
and of the Church of Engla#d4s Power and 
Authority, to repel ſuch notorious Sinners, 
as I have named, from the Sacrament of 
Chriſts Body and Blood; and fo neither is 
the Silence of the Reformed, and of the 
hurch of England in relation to the Re. 
baptization of Perſons Baptiz d by Mid. 
wives and Laymen, any Argument againſt 
their receiving Sacerdotal Baptiſm; fo long 
as that is the only Baptiſm which Chriſt In- 
ſtituted, and which by his Law every one 
is bound to receive, who has not yet receiv: 
ed it. But not to leave this matter here. 
Our Church is not ſo ſupine and negligent 
5 | about 


( 89 9 
about Lay Baptiſms, as ſotme may reckon 
her; for, tho? (as © Dr. Geo. Abbot, in the 
Lecture which he read in the Divinity School 
«<. at Oxford, De Cireumciſione & Baptiſ- 
“ mo, 1597- lays) Our Church after the Re- 
« formation, Facilitate Larga, with great 
« Latitude. and Indulgence, for ſome time to- 
&« lerated the Baptiſm of Lay Men and Women 
“ in; abſolute - Neceſſity, for the Ignorance of 
&« the People, and Heraneſs of their Hearts; 


of her Liturgy, ſhe; has etaſed and blotted 
out that Rubrick, which tolerated ſuch Bap - 
tiſms; and not only ſo, but inſtead thereof, 
has appointed that even in Caſes of Neceſ- 
ſity, Baptiſm ſhall be adminiſtred by the 
« Miniſter | er: Pariſh, or in his Abſence; 
“ any. other Lamful Miniſter that can be pro- 
© gur'd; and we all know what ſhe means 
by Lawful | Miniſter, i. e. one Epiſcopally 
Ordain'd ; for ſhe allows of no other Or- 
: 4 dination, but obliges all, howſoever and 
we by whomſoever otherwiſe Ordain'd, to 
e ſubmit to be Ordain'd by a Biſhop, before 
gu the can acknowledge them to have any 
of Lawtul Call, or power to Miniſter the 
vi Holy Sacraments. This ſhews her Non ap- 
1 J proval and Rejection of Mid wife, and other 
nd Lay Baptiſms; which is a plain Proof that 
502 ſhe does not allow of their Validity; and 
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(590) 
by this Act ſhe calls Louder for what our 
Author terms ee than her 
ſuppoſed Silence does for an acquieſcence in 
ſuch Falſe, or rather No Baptiſms: And 
therefore, *tis neceſſary to adminiſter Ca- 
tholick Baptiſm to thoſe who never re- 
ceiv dit, and who only have been waſh'd 
by unauthoriz'd and r an Lay 
Baptizers, which is worſe than if they had 
been ſo by Lay Men, allow'd of by their Bi- 
ſhops; the Authority of which latter Bap- 
tiſm, if any at all, is now alſo taken away, 
and made void, in the Church of Exgland. 


0 6: 5 Ai ZOE Ti 3 | 2 f f { 
g. 5. But to proceed; He ſays The iff « 
common Topick to ſupport this wild unheard | « 
6 Paradox, is, that the Commiſſion to Preach © 
©, and Baptize; was given to the Apoſtles; ſo ff < 
* that none but their Succeſſors can pretend to 
it. But has not every Chriſtian in Caſes il « 
f Neceſſity, à right to Teach and Inſtruct a. « 
% nother, and to perſwade him to become 4 
% Chriſtian? Aud therefore tho? it is u very 
“ juſt part of the Order of the. Church, that 
none but Perſons initiated into Holy Funce 
&« gionc, ſhould Baptiæe and Preach; jet Ne- 
6 ceſſity is above all Rules, in ſuch a Caſt 
6 they may Bapti xe as well as Preach. Thus 
far our Author. *Tis ſtrange that he 
ſhould (call this a A aũù unheard of Para- 
do, when he doubsles knows, that the 
2 Apoſtolic 


( 91) 
Apoſtolic Fathers allow'd nothing to be 
ps done ton Abs Bi- 
ſhop, much leſs when in Oppoſition 10 
his Authority; as is plain, from What I 
have Cited out of St. gnatius, p. 75. and 
by his ſaying to the Smrneans, ( Let no 
Man do any thing of mhut brlongt to the 
« Church, without the Biſbop: Let that Eu- 
« chariſt be look*d upon as Firm and Juſt, 
« which is either offer d by the Biſhop,on by. him 
© to whom the Biſhop has given his Conſent; 
% Whereſoever the Biſbop ſpall appear, there 
let the People alſo be; as where Jeſus Chriſt 
« ic, there is the Catholia Church. It is not 
«& Lawfaul without the Biſhop, either to Bap- 
“ tize, or, &.. But whatſoever he ſhall 
&« approve, that is alſo pleaſing unto God; that 
> 7 whatever is done, may be S tture and 
« well done. He: that Henours the Bi- 
« ſhop, (hall. be Honour d of God; but he 
« that does any thing without his e 
« Miniſters anto the Devil. Epiſt. to the 
Smrneans, N. 8:9. And again; As the. 
Lord did nothing without the Father, being 
« wnited to him, neither by himſelf, nor get by, 
« his Apoſtles; ſo neither do ye do any thing 
« without your Biſbop and Presbyters: Nei- 
«© ther endeavour to let any thing appear Batt: 
« onal to your ſelves apart, St. Ignatius Epilt. 
to the Maneſians, N. 7. Thus, accords 
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8 
ing td that Glorious Saint and Mar. 
tyr, nothing was Firm, nothing Seeure, 
nothing Rational, hut all as bad as Wor- 
ſhipping and Miniſtring to the Devil, 
when done without the Biſhop's - Autho- 
rity; how much more would he have ſaid 
ſo, had he liv'd in theſe our Days, and 
feen Men uſurp to themſelves à pretend- 
ed Power of Miniſtring in Holy Things, 
directly in Oppoſition to all Epiſcopal Au- 
thority- whartſbever. The leaſt that can be 
faid of theſe, is, that their Acts are Null 
and Void, if thoſe were ſo, which the 
bleſſed Martyr would not allow to be Firm, 
Secure; or Rational, but acts of Worſhip 
paid to the Devil, wien doneonly without 
the Biſhop's Commiſſion. This then is no 
wild and vaheard of Paradox, but an ancient 
Apoſtolic Truth, and the reſult of Infinite 
Wiſdom, who madeBiſhops his Vicegerents, 
and as ſuch, the Supreme Miniſters of his 
Sacred Myſteries, which by his appoint- 
ment muſt be difpens'd to us, by, and in 
ſubordination to, them only; as is evi- 
dent from our Lord's Commiſſion to his 
Apoſtles, the firſt Supreme Governours of 
his Church; which runs thus “Go ye — 

Diſciple all Nations, Baptizing them in the 
Name of the Father, and of As Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt: Teaching them to obſerve all 
r E things 
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&« things whatſoever I have Commanded you ; 
«and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the World. Amen. St. Matt. xxviii. 
19, 20. 1 77 N 8 
* is a great Commiſſion given to 
particular Perſons, to Officers empower'd 
to continue their own Succeſſion : As my 
Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you ,—— 
and here Lo, 1 am with you alway, even unto 
& the end of the World. This is a demon- 
ſtration, that their Office muſt continue 
and never fail, till the Conſummation of 
all things; and that they are the Convey- 
ers of this Office to their Succeſſors, and 
their Succeſſors to others; and ſo continu- 
ally during the whole Period; for, [ Lo, I 
am with You ; Not with thoſe, who can in 
no propriety of Speech, be ſaid to be Nu, 
i. e. Apoſtles, either in whole, or in part; 
for the Jews have a Saying, that every 
Man's Apoſtle is himſelf, becauſe ſent and 
impower'd by him; and our Saviour us'd 
to accommodate himſelf to the Jewiſh 
ways of ſpeaking, and therefore told his 
Apoltles, Lo, I am with Jou; i. e. Joa and 
your Apoſtles, or Perſons ſent by You l- 
ways, &c. So that if a Perſon pretends that 
Chriſt is with him in any act of Miniſtra- 
tion, and produces the Words of this Com- 
miſſion for his Voucher, Lo I am with Toa; 
| G 4 then, 


— 
then, if in Fact he be not ſent, . if he be not 
of that Succeſſion which Chriſt calls You, 
if he be not an Officer = by an Apo- 
ſtle, he cannot poſſibly be ſaid to have this 
Commiſſion, and conſequently eannot be 
faid to perform any part of the Commiſi- 
on'd Miniftrations : And therefore what- 
ſoever Acts, either of Baptizing or Preach- 
ing, are done by him, are not 'the Com- 
miſſion'd Baptiſms and Preachings, and 
conſequently with reſpe& to the Promiſe 
of Chriſt's concurrence with their Mini- 
ſtration, are as if they had not been, be- 
cauſe he who Minifters is not one of the 
Dou whom Chriſt has promis'd to be with 
alway, even unto the end of the World, 
48 4 I 112 1 ae . 

S. 6. But further, what our Author drives 
at by asking, Has not every Chriſtian, in Ca- 
ſes of Neceſſuy,' a Right to Teach, &c. and con- 
ſequently to Baptize ? Is not to be grant- 
ed; for, whatever Right the Lay Man has 
to Teach, he did not come to that Right 
by Virtue of this Commiſſion, becauſe this 
Commiſſion was never ven him; and 
for his not having receiv'd it, he is diſtin- 
guiſh'd from the Clergy by this Term of 
a La- man. Befides, what our Author calls 
a Caſe of Neceflity, gives the Lay-man no 
more Right or Authority to Teach or Preach, 
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than he had before: He never had any 
Authority at all, but only a natural Duty in- 
cumbent on him, ro communicate his uſe- 
ful Knowledge to the Ignorant, which 
ves him no Right of Superiority over 
2 Neighbours as their Spiritual Teacher, 
for in reſpect of that, they are all his 
Equals, and owe him nothing but Thanks 
and Gratitude for his charitable Inform- 
ing of them. He cannot, in Caſes of Ne- 
ceſſity, in the abſence and deſtitution of 
God's Authoriz'd Preachers, ſet himſelf 

upas One of them, and affirm with an 
Truth, That he is an Ambaſſador for C bil, 
a Steward of the Myſteries of God, for he 
was never veſted with any ſuch Powers; 
he 119k tell — 40e 55 ( * with a 
Lye) That if they deſpiſe him, they deſpiſe 
Chriſt. thu God 4 given to him 1 
Lay- man) the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, — 
That he took not this Honour to himſelf but that 
he was calPd of God as was Aaron; and that 
this Gift was given him by the Laying on of 
the Hands of the Presbytery , i. e. of the Apo- 
ſtolic Prieſt hood, or ſuch authorized Hands 
as St. Paul's were. He cannot, withs 
out being an egregious Cheat, tell the 
People, that 7 he Lord has Ordain'd that 
** he ſbould live of the Goſpel, and that there: 
* fore they (bould miniſter unto him in Carns| 
8 things 
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& things: For indeed, how ſhould he th, 
Preach except he be ſent? And if he cannot 
Preach theſe for Truths reſpecting his Of. 
fice, becauſe he has no Spiritual Office at 
all; then *tis E that his Charitable In. 
ſtructing of his ignorant Neighbours, i; 
not by Virtue of the Commiſſion which 
Chriſt gave his Apoſtles and their Succel. 
ſors; and conſequently ſo neither can his 
Baptizing be by Virtue of this Commiſ.ſ 
fion ; —and therefore his Baptiſm is no 
Inſtituted Baptiſm ; becauſe not that Bap. N 
tiſm which Chriſt has promis'd to concuWm 
with. For, if Men will perſiſt in it, that he, 
1. e. Chriftis with the Baptiſms of thoſe who fi 
are not Sent, where does it appear ſo 
When and to whom did he make ſuch 1 f. 
Promiſe ? This is all in the Dark; and, wil e 
Men love Darkneſs, rather than Light ? Id 
they do, *tis becauſe their Deeds are Evil 
they run counter to a plain, eaſy, written 
Law of God, which has committed the 
Power of Baptizing to authoriz'd Mini. 
ſters, and have recourſe to 20 Divine Lan 
at all for Lay Men to Baptize : — They 
value this Uninſtituted Waſhing, and at- 
tribute ta it the ſame Supernatural Power 
and Efficacy, as if it were that One Bap- 
tiſm which Chriſt himſelf appointed, Thus 
by a wretched Self-conceit, we forſake our 
he Own 
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BR. 5, 20 | 
wn Mereies; and to us in this caſe,” may 
15 be apply'd that of the Prophet 
[4 


Of. aſtoniſÞ?d O'ye Heavens at this, and be 
a horribly gfraid; Be qe very Deſolate, ſaith _ 
In 


the Lord: For n People have committed 
two Exils: They have forſaken me the Foun . 


ich tain of Living Waters, and hewed them out 
* Ciſternt, broken Ciſterns that can hold no 
1 1 28 


Hater! Jer. ii. 12, 13. 


$. 7. But our Author will tell us, that 
Neceſſity is above all Rules. This is an Affir- 
mative, and his Province to demonſtrate. 
— Bur the contrary to this, is alſo an Af- 
firmative, vis. I hat Rules made by God 
himſelf concerning Miniſtrations meedly Fo- 
fitive, are above all pretended Caſes of Ne- 
eſity whatſoever 5 and this I ſhall en- 
dea vour to prove againſt him. I call em 
pretended Caſes of Neceſſity, becauſe it 
does not appear that there ever was any 
real Neceſſity for breaking in upon ſuch 
Rules. But that they are above all ſup- 
pos'd Neceſſities, is plain from the very 
Nature of their Inftitution, which is pure- 
ly Poſitive, having - nothing intrinſically 
oral or of eternal Obligation, ſeperate 
from the Divine Command or :InmunQi- 
on, which is the only Foundation upon 
which we are bound to obſerve them; 
* Every 


| . | 
Every eſſential part of ſuch meerly po. 
fitive Miniſtrations, is of the ſame Nature, 
parely Poſitive, and therefore of equal Ob. 
igation ; ſo that if one of thoſe Eſſentia 
Parts be wanting, nothing can be added 
inſtead-thereof, to make up the Miniſtrati. 
on; becauſe, whatſoever ſhall be attempt. 
ed to be added to ſupply that Defect, will, 
becauſe not inſtituted by God, be no E.. 
ſential part of the Miniſtration, and there. 
fore *twill remain ſtill as Unorganiz'd, as 
Defective, and Null, as twould have been 
without that pretended Supply: For, 
the other Eſſential Parts were not inſtitu- 
ted by themſelves, ſeperate from that 
which is now wanting ; but they were 
all appointed together 1n union and con- 
junction with one another; ſo that if one 
of them be abſent, it makes the remainder 
to be Uninſtituted; and if you add Unin- 
ſtituteds to Uninſtituteds, the Sum will be 
ſtill Uninſtituted; that is, the whole Mi. 
niſtration will be an Act of Will Worſhip,and 
if offer d to God for the ſame Purpoles as 
he appointed the Miniſtration for, Which 
we pretend to ſupply, will amount to this 
Impiety and Preſumption, that we exalt 
our Ou ſupentions to an Equality with,. His 
Inſtitutions, and expect him to be as pro- 
pitious and fayourable to us for the ſake. of 
Va Ours, 
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uts,”as he has promis'd to be for the ſake 
fhis own Appointtnents. PPTSE 


8. ToExplain this a little. The Inſtitu- 
Miniſtration of the Prieſts Offering In- 
enſe to God with Coals of Fire taken from 
off the Altar before the Lord, under the 
Moſaic Diſpenſation, was meerly Poſitive; 
and ſeperate from God's Command, In- 
cenſe had no more Intrinſick Spiritual Vir- 
tue, than the common Duſt and Dung of 
the Earth; and we were no more oblig'd 
to offer him one than another by way of 
Atonement ; but his Command made In- 
cenſe neceſſary, and therefore *twas Duty 
to Offer it. Again, who ſhould offer it to 
God, was wholly indifferent, before he 
Determin'd it by his Commiſſion; till 
then, twas no matter, whether a Prieſt, 
or a Levite, or a Common Jew did it: 
But when he fix*d it to the Prieſt's Office 

then the Indifferency ceas'd, none could 
s do it but the Prieſt: And becauſe God 
would ha ve it ſo, therefore all the whole 
Church of the Jews was bound to obſerve- 
+ Mit. And this Obligation aroſe meerly from 
che Divine Command. The like is to be 
j 
1 


obſery*d as to the Fire wherewith the Prieſt 
was to offer the Incenſe. The fame as to 
$acrifices and Burnt-Offerings, which 

1 28 were 


were to be made by the Prieſt; an 
the Service of the Tabernacle, and the Car 
of the Ark of the Covenant, which appe: 
tain'd to the Levites by the appointmen 


of God. ———None of theſe things had an 
thing of Moral Obligation, or intra 
Spiritual Virtue in themſelves alone; they 
were, in all their Parts, meerly Poſitive 
and the Jews Duty to obſerve them way 
founded only on the Command of God; — i 
did not belong to them to contrive what u 
do about ſuch Miniſtrations, in caſe of the 
want and deſtitution of any one of their I 
ſential Parts; No! for when they did ſo fa 
concern themſelves, the Divine Vengeance 
made them ſee, that he would not ſufferthen 
to go. Unpuniſh'd, for tampering with,and 
endeavouring to mend his Stated Rales.— 
If there had been No Incenſe at hand, Aaron 
the High Prieſt, muſt. not have ventur'd 
to take any thing elſe, Which was not 
Commanded, inſtead thereof, to make an 
Atonement for the Sins; of the People, by 
offering ſtrange Perfume before the Lord: 
——And *twas for mutilating and changing 
the Inſtituted Fire, and putting that which 
was not Commanded, in the room thereof, 
that there went out a Fire from the Lord, 
and devour'd Nadab and Abihu, the Sons 
of Aaron, who * took either of them his Cen. 


« ſeri 
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6 ſor and put Fire therein, and put Incen 
, (axon gre? offer*d Strange aal before K 
© Lord, which he commanaed them not, Lev. 
k. 1, 2. Theſe were Priefts, and the 
pfer'd Incenſe; but they offer'd it with 
Strange Fire, that was not Commanded. 
his ruin'd the whole Miniſtration, and 
ot only made it Null and Void, but Wick- 
d and Impious, by the addition of what 
as not Commanded, inſtead of what was; 
for they ought to have taken their Cen- 
* ſers full of burning Coals of Fire, from off 
* the Altar before the Lord, and to have put 
the Incenſe upon that Fire, Lev. xvi. 12, 
13. But it ſeems they thought other Fire 
ould do as well, and ſo made their whole 
Miniſtration of that Incenſe, Impious and 
Abominable, for which the Lord flew 
hem. I don't bring this as any pretend- 
d Caſe of Neceſſity; for doubtleſs thoſe 
two Prieſts might have had Fire from off 
the Altar, and ſo had nothing in the leaſt 
that might put on the Face of an Excuſe for 
q {their Preſumption; but I mention it here, 
ng that the Reader may ſee, by 3 
ieh chis with the following Inſtances, whic 
of have a great ſhew of very Preſſing Neceſſity, 
d that God as much puniſh'd their Raſh and 
' unwarranted Zeal, who reckon'd © Nectſ- 
nM fit) above all Raie, as he did thoſe two 
fer Prieſts 
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Prieſt's bold Preſumption, for breaking u 
upon his Rule; without any Plea of Neceſ 
909. 9. Saul's Neceſſity had al 
t San. 13. the appearance imaginable of be. 
5 ing exceeding urgent: Samut 
the Prieſt was abſent ; his Enemies preſs 
hard upon him; his People were ſcatter' 
from him; he had not ſupplicated the Dj. 
vine Favour; He: reckon'd the molt effe. 
Qtual way to obtain it was by Burnt-Of 
ferings, and Peace- Offerings; and in this 
he was certainly in the Right, for their 
Inſtitution made them ſo; but the ſame 
Inſtitution requir'd, that they ſhould be 
offer d by the Prieſt, who was the Typical 
Repreſentative of Chriſt, the Great High 
Prieſt that was to come; without this 
they were not Inſtituted, but uncommand: 
ed, and therefore Null Burnt- Offerings 
and Void 1 whether ordi- 
narily, or in times of ſeeming Neceſſity; 
as appears by the iſſue of Saul's Cafe; 
for he ventur'd to endeavour to make God 
propitious and favourable to him, by 
offering an uncommanded Burnt-Offering, 
himſelf without the Prieſt; and for 
this Falſe, this No Inſtituted Offering, 
which he would have to ſupply the am 
38 * 


We . 
bf the Inſtituted one, his plea of Neceſſity 
was not admitted; it was not allow'd to 
be above all Rults; for this unwarranted 
cal, or rather, Preſumption, he loſt his 
al ingdom; God took it frotn him irrever- 
be. ably, and from his Children for ever- 
After this Sin, we find him continually 
» (falling from one Wickedneſs to another; 
the Spirit of God departs from him, and 
in ſtead therebf, an evil Spirit comes upon 
im: At laſt, to fill up the meaſure of his 
Iniquities, he applies Himel to a Witch; 
tho who had a Devil for, her Familiar, that he 
might know his Fate in a War he was en- 
gag d in againſt the Philiſtines, who over- 
came him upon Mount Gilboa; where, 
through Madneſs and Deſpair, he became 
gi-Whis own Executioner by Self- Murder. 


N Gar n dg MH © ai 
nd . 10. Veza's Caſe alſo would, at firſl 
Fight, appear to be very Excuſable, for the, 
cdl. ¶ ſceming great Neceſſity there was of Saving. 
the Ark. It was carry d on a gew Cart drawn 
e by Oxen 3 Vr and Ahio drove the Cart; 
the Oxen ſtumbled, and conſequently the 
Ark ſhook and tottef'd; Ur fearing 
ing chat it might fall, zealouſſy put forth his 
fol Hand to hold it up 4 dhe Anger of thi 
ng Lord wes kindled againſt Uzza, and he ſinote 
ant him; becauſe os dates as the Art! FANS 

5 | K | there 


* 


ay 


— 
there he Diel before Gad, 2 Sam. vi. and 1 
Chron. xiii. And vhy? But becauſe twas 
none of his Office to touch the Ark, or 
any ſuch Holy Thing, Nam. iv. 15. This 
ſeeming Neceſſity Was no Excuſe; or 
his Zeal, which was either without, or 
contrary to r ; any Plea for his 
breaking in upon the Inſtituted Rule: 


Twas his Duty to take notice and ob- 


ſerve, that ſuch Rules are above Neceſſi. 
ty; and for his acting according to our 
Author's Maxim, that Nereſſity is above 
6 all Rules; he dy'd the Death as exem- 
plarily as did Nadab and Aihu, for pre- 


ſuming to break in upon another Rule, 


without any ſuch pretence 8 eceſſity. 
D DAS 7500 N 1800 


8. 11. Thus we ſve, there is nõ medling 


with God's Rule about his Inſtituted Mi- 


niſtrations, when they are meerly Poſi- 
tive. What we call Neceſſity, is no {uf 
ficient Plea # theſe Inſtances are ſtanding 
Monuments, to give us Warning hever to 
intrude Uncall'd; or without a CommikL: 
ſion, into, or ſo much às touch, what he 
has appropriated to be donè and perform'd 


by his down Commiſſion'd ' Officers'; Let 


our Neceſſities be never ſo great, they: mul 
ſubmit to his Preſcriptions, wait his Lei 
ſure till they can be fupplyid j and if there 


15 


aids a4 Xx 
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is no Humane a ance of any preſent 
er future Relief in this Life, ſit down with 
is Confidence in the Divine Goodneſs, who 
or will accept of the Will for the Deed, 'when 
or we- are: not culpable, for any Non-perfor- | 
18 mance of what he has und _ us. For, 
e: 01 5 nach a. 1 
b. S. 12. Our Neceſſities can * bas: of 
it three orte! 
ur "fs Either we ſtand in need of Things 
” Natural for our Bodies, or, 
m- zd. Of Things Moral fore our Minds. or, 
re- 34h. Of ſuch as are Supernatural, for 
le, 8 of our Souls. 
ery: one of theſe Neceſſities muſt be 
ates d its own proper and effectual 
Means, ot therwiſe the attempt of ſupply- 
- — will be uſeleſs and vain: Thus, 
ff. The Neceſſities of our Bodies are ſu 
ply*d by Food; Raiment, Houſes, Phyſick, 
Ge. which have a Natural Efficacy to an- 
ſwer our Bodily Wants; but if we are Lazy 
and Idle, if we fit ſtill, and without 
making any uſe of theſe Natural Means, 
expect Relief barely from Moral Lec- 
tures and Inſtructions wo: us for the 
Information of our It will be no 
wonder if our Bodies iriſh, becauſe theſe 
Means are no ways proper of themſelves, 
ur cifeſtual for their Sugpcer.r ? i 
H 2 adh. 


— — — 
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ftties are to be ſupply'd by Moral Means, 
ſuch as Information, Inſtruction, Teach- 


ficacy to cure our Ignorance, to ſet right our 


mad, as to attempt to gain theſe Moral 


Drinking, Dreſſing, Sleeping, taking ah 


Graces and Favours; Reconciliation to 
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2aly. For our Minds, their Moral Necef. 


ing, and Example, which have a Moral Et- 


Judgments, and to infpire us with Noble 
Principles — But if a Man ſhould be ſo 


Accompliſhments, only by Eating, and 


ſick, &. which of themſelves; are atterly 
ineffective, and Means altogether incon- | 
ſiſtent for the attaining of ſuch Noble 
Ends: The whole Rational World would ! 
Hiſs at him, and he would ſtill remain as Nc 
Immoral, Ignorant, Fooliſh, and Diſtract- No 
ed, as he Was before. o erg n 

34ly. Our Neceſſities for TI ings Super- 
natural, can only be ſupply'd by'Superna- WR 
tural Means, appointed by God him ſelt, Ife 
who will anſwer our. Wants upon our due ſh; 
uſe of thoſe, Means. All Men in their fal- Wh 
len State being Rebels againſt God, and hi 
therefore baniſf'd from his Kingdom, and th 
lyable to Eternal Condemnation, do doubt - hy; 
leſs ſtand in need of theſe Supernatural 


him; Adoption into his Family and Hou- 
ſhold ; the Aſſiſtances of his ſanctifying 
Spirit, to qualify them — -: * 
„ 8 y | C 


bleſſed-and h & * 5 f1 

eſſe appy Eternity of Joys un- 
- W ſpeakable, and full of Glory — 
„ Theſe, all the Powers of Nature can never 
give; the Means to obtain them, muſt be 
- W only of his preſcribing who has the power 
r W of them; and nothing inſtead of his Pre- 
le ſcriptions, can have any Efficacy to the 
lo I attaining of them, | 


id 8. 13. Among the ſeveral Supernatural 
5 Means appointed by God for Reconcilia- 
tion under the Moſazc Law, were thoſe of 
n- Sacrifices and Burnt-Offerings, to be of- 
e fer'd by the Prieſts. And we ſee by Saul's 
Id Example, that if there was an attempt of 
as offering without a Prieſt, for the Purpoſes 
* · of the Inſtituted Sacerdotal Offering, twas 
not only an i; Means, a meer Nul- 
er- Wlity for the Ends and Deſigns of the In- 
12- Wſtituted Offerings; but a Curſe to the Of- 
elt, ferer himſelf; and would have been fo 
ue by parity of Reaſon, to all others, who 
ſhould have knowingly concurr'd with 
him in So Vain, becauſe unappointed, and 
therefore Impious an Undertaking as his 
was, to make a Humane Invention equal- 
y a Means with a Divine Inſtitution, — 
e might as well have endeavour'd to 
ou- Wave gain'd the Divine Favour and Recon- 
ing eiliation, by Common Eating and Drinking, 
na H 3 as 
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as by ſuch a No Inſtitutèd Offering; for 
in themſelves | they are as Valid 'Means 
for ſo great an End as that Was, being 
upon an equal Level therewith, equally 
adapted for the obtaining ſo great à Be. 
nefit; that is, nothing at all fit, becauſe 
not appointed by God himſelf. 


§. 14. To come now to the matter in 
hand: The Baptiſm-inſtituted by Chriſt 


himſelf, is by Virtue of his appointment 


and concurrence therewith, 4 Supernatural 
Means of our initiation and incorporation 
into his Spiritual Houſhold the Church; 
and of all the Supernatural Benefits annex'd 
thereto, and Conſequent thereupon ; for 
the obtaining of which, all natural Pow. 
ers and Means whatſoever, are utterly In- 
ſufficient, as being none of them inſtitu- 
ted by Chriſt for ſuch Glorious Purpoſes, 
The Baptiſm which he appointed, is cer- 
tainly to be known only by the Law 
which he has made concerning it; and 
this Law is in his Commiſſion to his Apo- 
ſtles, where it is plain, that Chriſt's Bap- 
tiſm has three eſſential parts in its Mini- 
ſtration; the Aathoris d Baptizer in the 
Apoſtolic Succeſſion ; the Matter, Mater, 
and the Form in the Name of the Trinity. 


Theſe Eſſentials are all meerly Poſitive, 


nothing 


_ , {avg} 
nothing Moral: They were all inſtituted 
by One Authority, and all together at the 
ſame time; not one or two of them ſepe- 
rate from another; and they are all of 
equal Duration, and conſequently of the 
ſame Ie U- Obligation; So that if 
one of them be wanting, the remainder 
cannot be the Inſtituted Baptiſm, be- 
| aauſe it was not appointed ſeperate from 
t that other part which is wanting. For 
t example; a Prieſt baptizing only with Wa- 
er, without the Form, does not admini- 
n ter Chriſt's Inſtituted Baptiſm, becauſe 
Chriſt did not appoint Baptiſm without, 
but with the Form. Again; A Prieſt 
baptizing with Water, and another Form 
f Words, inſtead of the Inſtituted Form, 
loes not adminiſter Chriſt's Baptiſm, be- 
zuſe Chriſt never inſtituted Baptiſm with 
uch a Form. And laſtly, Baptiſm, with 
ronouncing the Form of Words in the 
Name of the Trinity, when done by a 
Perſon who is not one of thoſe whom 
hriſt promis'd to be with, Baptizzng, is 
ne of Chriſt's Inſtituted Baptiſm ; for 
e never appointed any Baptiſm in the 
ame of the Trinity, to be done by one 
hom he did not promiſe to concur with; 
"Wat is, he never inſtituted: unauthoriz'd 
y Baptiſm, And therefore his Inſtituted 
| H 4 Baptiſm, 
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Baptiſm, which is the Supernatural Mean 
of Supernatural Graces and Benefits, i 
only chat which muſt be adminiſtred in the 
Name of the Trinity, by one bearing the 
Apoſtolic Commiſhon : Hence, in the ab. 
ſence and want of ſuch a Commuſſon'{ 
Baptizer, whatſoever Baptiſm is given by 
an unauthoriz'd Lay-man, is an ineffectin 
Means ; a Nullity, with reſpect to the De, 
ſigns of Chriſtian Baptiſm, and Void, and 
of no Effect (becauſe not Inſtituted) for the 
Supernatural Ends we aim at. 

Our Author's pleading for ſuchBaptiſm 
only, by faying, that © Neceſſity is above d 
* Rules ; in ſuch Caſe. they may Baptize, 151 
plain Indication, that thoſe Baptiſms an 
without any Rule; and conſequently nd 
Inſtituted Means of Supernatural Graces, 
and therefore when perform'd for ſuch pur 
poſes, are not only in themſelves Null an 
Void, but alſo Impious and Prophane, : 
they aſpire to an Equality with the Init 
tuted Baptiſms, «© 


6. 15. To conclude this about the N 
ceſſity of unauthoriz d Lay Baptiſm ; 
The very Notion of its Neceſſity is ind 
egregious Nonſenſe, ſo long as there is! 
mw of its being a Divine Inſtitution ; # 
n Caſes meerly Poſitive, and not in os 

ae” 


$ 
* 
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ſelves Moral, we have no other Neceſſity 
upon us, than what ariſes from that Obli- 
gation, which God's own appointment lays 
us under. | 

Vw Revelations made . Hermas, 
who was co-temporary with the Apoſtl 
and whois men dlon'd bySt. Paul, in — 
14. tho they inſiſt upon the neceſſity of t 
Seal of Chriſts Baptiſm; © That our Life 
is and. ſhall be ſaved by Water. Shepherd of 
St. Hermes, Viſ. iii. N. 3. That © Before 
« Man receives the Name of the Son of God, 
be he is ordain d unto Death; but when he re- 
« ceives the Seal, Li. e. Water] he is freed from 
& Death, and deliver'd unto Life. Simili- 
tude xix. N. 16. That the Righteous Men 
and Prophets of the firſt and Second Ages, N. 
15, tho? “ they long ago carried their juſt 
« Spirits, it was neceſſary "tag them to fern 
« by Water : —— That, they being Dead, were 
« nevertheleſs Sealed with the Seal of the Son 
&« of God. N. 16. Yet notwithſtanding all 
this Neceſſity,” the Revelation diſcovers no 
Lay Baptizers: None are mention'd to 
have gone to theſe departed Righteous 
Men and N but © The Apoſtles and 
% Doltors of the Preaching of the Son of God, 
N. 15. The Apoſtles and Teachers, who 
« Preach*d the Name of the Son of God; none 
hut theſe are mention'd to have given thee 


tive Fathers of the Church (as well as the 


. mas gives us not the leaſt Hint of any Un- 


4 antiut, had Converted ſome Indians to the 
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Seal to thoſe Juſt ones, who “Died in great 
« Purity, being full of Righteonſueſs, only 
44 this Seal was wanting. N. 16. 


S. 16. J don't mention this Paſſage for 19 
the ſake of the Doctrine of Baptiſm given hi. 
in a ſeperate State; but to ſhew, that not- II 
withſtanding the ſtrict Senſe which the WV 
moſt Primitive Fathers had of the Neceſſity I 
of Baptiſm; They diſcover to us no other I 
Baptiſm, than what muſt be adminiſter'd 
by *Authoriz'd Apoſtles, Doctors and Teach- 
ers; ſor, notwithſtanding the Necefhty 
which the ancient Prophets are here re- 
preſented to have for Chriſtian Baptiſm, 
yet none is found to give it them, but thoſe 
who were Commiffion*d for that purpoſe; 
ſuch great Strangers were the moſt Primi- 


Holy Scriptures) to this new Maxim, that 
Neceſſity is above all Rules, that our St. Her- 


authorrz'd Lay Chriſtians giving Baptiſm 
to thoſe Prophets to ſupply their Neceſſity 
which they might have done, if our Au- 
thor's Maxim was then good and fafe to 
r W © 
When Framentias, a Lay-man, with o- 
thers; in the Reign of the Emperor Con- 


know- 


{ 113 ) # 
nowledge of Chriſt, by their Charitative 
Inſtructing of them in the Principles of 
hriſtianity, as Socrates Scholaſticus tells us, 
in his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, Book I. cap. 
19. We don't find that he reckon'd 
himſelf Authoriz'd for the peculiar Mini- 


en 

t. ſtrations of the Sacerdotal Office, till he 
he [went to St. Athanaſius Biſhop of Alexar- 
ty (ris, and deſir'd him that he would ſend a 
er Biſhop and C to thoſe People 


When St. At hanaſius entreated Frumentius 
himſelf to take upon him the Biſhoprick; 
——- which was done; and Framentias Dig- 
nify*d with an Epiſcopate, by St. Athana- 
ſas, returns again to the Indian Country, 
and there became a Preacher of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion; — he wrought many Mi- 
racles, and cured many Men's Bodies, tas 
gether with their Souls, ſays the Hiſto- 
rian.: UM 2 
There would have been no need for all 
| this Proceſs, if Frumentius had but known 
| the truth of our Author's Maxim, That 
Neceſſity is above all Rules ; what occaſion 
had he to venture ſo long a Journey to 
Alexandria, and put the Converſion of the 
Inner Izdia and their Eſtabliſhment in 
Chriſtianity, to the risk of his ſingle Life, 
by going to procure Commiſſion'd Preach- 
ers, Cc. if Gods Rules about theſe Mat- 
ters 
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ters were not above all. Neceſſity ? N 
might have made himſelf Biſhop, and ap 


pointed other Clergy, by Virtue of the 
preſſin Neceſſity of thoſe Indians; but 
the Rule would not allow it fo, and there. 
fore I concur with him, that, © It is 4 ve. 
« xy juſt part of the Order 7 the Church, tha 
c none but * initiated into holy Funiti, 
. ons, ſhould Baptize and Preach; becauſe 
this Order 1s exactly according to Sacred 
Scripture, and the Doctrine and PraQtice 
of the Apoſtolic Fathers; which have ph 
ven us no Example of departing from this 
Rule in times of the . greateſt Neceſſity ; 
but the direct contrary, that the Rule is 
above all Neceſſity whatſoever in Mini. 
ſtrations meerly Poſitive, and not Moral: 
And therefore our Church has now taken 
care to provide ro pretended Salvos, but 
to confine Men to the Stated Rule of Sacer: 
dot al Baptiſm, in times of the greateſt Ne- 
ceſſity; as is plain by her Office for Pri- 
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6. 17. Our Author ſays, Ihe Faith of 
& the Trinity, gives every Man a Right to Bap- 
© tize; and this has been the conſtant Senſe 
« of the Church for above Fourteen hundred 
* Tears, which in a Ritual Matter is certainly 
i of great Authority. They reckan'd that, 

| | Baptiſm 


( 115 ) 
vi Baptiſm is the Gift of Chriſt to his Charch, 

« when given in the name of the Father, Son, 
« and. Holy Ghoſt. This is only faid; and 
ot prov*d ; not one Argument broughit 
o confirm it. What he means by: The 
Faith of the Trinity, &c. muſt be one of 
heſe two Things, Either that every one 
ho believes in the Trinity, has a Right 
o Baptize; or elſe, That every Baptiz .d 
hriſtian has a Right to Baptize, provided 
e do it with the Form, in the Name of 
he Trinity. If the firſt, . 2 
horiz?d, unbaptiz?d Perſon, who believes 
he Doctrine of the Trinity, has a Right 
0 5 others, before ne is Baptiz d 
imſelf. This is as good as if a Man 
hould ſay, That every one Who acknow- 
edges the Queen's Authority, has (tho? 
ncommiſſion'd, and Unnaturaliz d him- 
elf) a Power to Naturalize Strangers, and 
eſt them with all the Privileges that be- 
ong to the Queen's Natural Subjects. But 
his Confutes itſelf. If he means, that e- 


of Fery. Baptiz'd Chriſtian has a Right to 
>. {MPaptize, if he do it in the Name of the 
ſe Trinity: Then this Right muſt belong to 
4 Him, either becauſe he is a Member of the 


hurch, as ſuch; or elſe, becauſe he be- 
ng a Member of the Church, acquires this 
Right, by uſing the Form of Words. 8 the 


as the Naturalization of a Stranger give 


more Right, than a Common Citizen hiz 


 _c@am6) 
Name of the Trinity: The firſt of thek 
gives him juſt as much Right to Baptizt 


him to Naturalize other Strangers, which 
is none at all, as every body knows. And 
as for, the Second, that can give him 10 


to make Men Free, when he uſes the fame 
Form of Words which the Chamberlain « 
London does when he gives a Freedom. 
Tis theChamberlain's Office to make Me 
Free; and if a Common Citizen preſume 
to att it, his uſing the Chamberlain 
Form of Words will be of noefficacy ; thej 
ive him no more Authority than he had 
fore; it will remain as Null a Freedom, 
as if he had not us'd thoſe Words, ſo lony 
as he cannot prove, that he ever receiv'l 
any — iflion or Authority to git 
Fade ee, e 


4 1511 enn Minn E 
S. 18. But further”; It. is not Baptiſm; 
in the Name ot he Triniih, if it be not ad 


miniſtreil by one who has Commiſſion and 
Authorny from the Trinity: How can! 
Man be ſupposd to do any thing in anc 
ther's Name; when he. never was ſent, 
impower d by that other? How, for Ex 
ample, can any one Sign and Seal Article 
of Agreement between a King i 
LE: &1110Us 


BURR 
bellious Subjects, without the King's Autho- 
ricy and Commiſſion, and at the fame time 
ſay, Ido this in the Kjng*s Name? If any 
one ſhould preſume to do ſo, can bis be 
call'd the King's Ac ? And has the Kin 
oblig'd himſelf by any ſuch atlaathotizil 
Act of one, who it may be, does this in 
Rebellion againſt that very Authorit 
which the King has given to others for ſo 
reat a purpoſe? As in the Caſe of our not 
only unauthoriz'd, but Anti-Epiſcopal Lay 
Zaptizers : Certainly this can never be 
ne dmitted, till direct Contradictions, can 
be reconcil' d. For ?tis no leſs than à di- 
rect Contradiction, to ſay I Can uncom- 
iſſion'd Lay-man] who never was Au- 
mhoriz'd by the Trinity for this Purpoſe, 
Waptize thee A. in the Name of (i e. by 
Ie Authority 1 have receiv'd from) the 
ather, the Son; and the Holy Ghoft : And 
nuch more monſtrous muſt: the Aggrava- 
on! be, when tis not only à Contradic- 
ion in Terms, but alſo a Defiance of the 
 aWrinity*s Authority committed to the Bi- 
andbops; ſor let ſuch Baptizers think What 
an Whey will, if they in ruth are not in the 
ano poſtolic Succe and have not Chriſt's 
t, O rſt Com mi ſſiohchahded to them from the 
EAN poſtles, by their (Succeſſors; but inſtead 
8 hereof, '@ Falfe — LONORER Gn 
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ly frotn ſuck as never had Authority to 
give them a True One, but pretend to 
give it in oppoſition. to the Authority of 
the Apoſtles Succeſſors; Such Baptizers 
are ſo far from having the Commiſſion of 
the Holy Trinity, which is no other than 
the firſt Commiſſion given by Chriſt; that 
they are direct Rebels againſt that Com. 
mifhon, and can with no Reaſon or Equi. 

be ſaid to Baptize in the Name, or by 
the Authority, but againſt the Name; and 
contrary to the Authority of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
And let our Author make the Experiment 
when he pleaſes, he will find no Prece. 
dents in the Primitive Church, for the 
Validity of unauthoriz'd, much leſs of our 
Anti- Epiſcopal Lay Baptiſms; the Church 
for above Fourteen hundred Yeats , has 
not Canonically pronounc'd ſuch Baptiſms 
to be good; and thoſe! Churches which 
have ſaid any thing in favour of Lay Bap 
tiſm, have not determin'd it to be in the 
Power of Lay Chriftians as ſuch, to Baptize, 
but have only authoriz*d ſome to do fo in 
want of a Prieſt. [ See what I have ſaid 
upon the Council of Eliberis,-p. 83.] Which 
Authority, if it were Gdod, can extend no 


farther than to ſuch Lay-· men as were the 


Subjects of thoſe Biſhops, who gave: ſuch 
. Autho- 


(190 
Authority; and therefore not to all Lay. 
men of the Univerſal Church, who were 
never impower d by any of the four firſt 
General Councils, to Baptize. = 


b. 19. But becauſeour Author is ſo very 
fond of theſe laſt Fourteen Centuries and 
does not care to be concluded by the Three 


firſ# hundred Tears of Chriſtianity, which 


were the beſt and pureſtAges of theChurch: 
I will therefore bring ſome Teſtimonies a- 
gainſt Lay Baptiſm, from competent Wit- 
neſſes, who liv'd in that very Period which 
he himſelf inſiſts on. 
St. Baſil thus Argues. $61 
& Thoſe whom a Laick: Baptizeth, are to 
« be Re-baptized ; but thoſe whom 4 Heretick 
«or S chifwarick Baptizeth, a Laick Bapti« 
© zeth ; therefore 2 are to be Re- baptixed. 
This Argument he made uſe of, to prove, 
that Heretical and Schiſmatical Baptiſms, 
were Null and Void; and he reckon'd 
them ſo, becauſe he thought them of the 
ſame Nature as Lay Baptiſms in thoſe 
Days. His Major Propoſition, that “ Thoſe 
« whom a Laick Baptizeth, are to be Re- 
„ baptized, was not Deny'd; he had no 
Oppoſers to defend ſuch Baptiſms. All 
the Oppoſition he met with, was, that 
they deny*d his Minor, © That thoſe whom 
« a Heretick or Schiſmatick Baptixeth, 4 155 
1 ick 
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˖ν) 
Baprizeth : They would not allow that the 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks in thoſe Days, 
were meer Laicks; for in Fact, they had 
been admitted intothe Miniſtry by Epiſco- 
pal Ordination; and the Vicene Council had 


Condemn'd the Notion of ſuch Hereticks 


and Schiſmaticks being meer Lay-men: 
And therefore, tho“ they did not deny, 
but Lay Baptiſm was Null and Void; yet 
they athirm'd Heretical and Schiſmatical 
Baptiſms in the Name of the Trinity, to 
be Good, becauſe they were not Lay Bap- 
tiſms ; and to this St. Baſel — Baſ. 
Can, Epiſt. ad Amphiloch. Can. 1. After the 
Council of Mice, the Major Propoſition, 
<< That thoſe whom a Laick Bapti;eth, are to be 
« Re-bapti;ed, was look'd upon to be fo 
© true, that it was the undoubted Princi- 
ple whereby the Orthodox confuted 
*. the Luciferians; for thus they Argued, 
“ \Thole whom a Talck Bapti eth, are to be Be- 
« baptf;ed; but thoſe whom an Ariz Prieſt 
„ Baptizeth, are not to be Re-baptized : 
« Therefore an Arian Prieſt is not a Laick. 


* This Argument ſo confounded Hilary 


« the Deacon, chat he was forced to deny 
« the Major, Which his Maſter Lucifer had 
« granted before, viz. That thoſe whom 
a Laick Baptizeth, are to be Re-hapti ed; and 
which Sts Jerom affirms by the Authority 
*I AUS Ants: Le Anvil rn of 
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the Nicene Council. Heron. Dial adver. 


Lucif. 


St. Chryſoſtome, Arch-Biſhop of 4 73 
inople, Anno 398. © is Expreſs for the Inva- 
« I1dity of Lay Baptiſm ; and that in Ca- 
: ſes of Neceſſity it can be no more ad- 
miniſtred by a Laick, than the Eucha- 
rift, Chyryſ. Lib. iii. de Sacerd. C. 5, © But 
all theſe are things (ſays he) which can be 
adminiſtred by no other Man living but by 
© thoſe Sacred Hands alone, the Hands I ſay 
the Pileſt. i bl 
heſe are Inſtances for which I am be- 
holden to the Learned and Reverend Mr. 
iliam Reeves's Notes on the ad. Vol. of 
he Apol. of Juſtin Martyr, &c. p. 263, 
64. and are plain Proofs againſt our 
uthor, who aſſerts, That “ The Faith of 
' the Trinity gives Every Man a Right 10 
* Baptize, and that this has been the Conſtant 
* Senſe 0 the Church for above Fourteen hun- 
' dred Tears, For here we ſee, that with- 
the term of this very Period, *twas a 
anding Maxim, that Lay Baptiſms were 
ull and Void; and that thoſe who 
leaded for the Validity of ſome Here- 
cal and Schiſmatical Baptiſms ,- could 
ot deny the Nullity of thoſe which 
rere adminiſtred by meer Laicks. 80 
Ir is Antiquity from favouring our Au- 
or's Notions, that it is a direct Op- 
a poſer 


7 ( 122 ) Ps 


poſer of them; and that Age which heq 
als to, Cenſures and Condemns his A 
ſertions. | Ne 
OG 
S. 20. He tells us, They reckon'd. th 
© Baptiſm is the Gift of Chriſt to his Churd 
& when given in the Name of the. Father, dn 
«2nd Holy Ghoſt, And who denies this 
1 It certainly is ſo ; but then they did n 
* reckon it ſo in his Senſe; they did nt 


— 


Fa | 
3 eſteem it to be Baptiſm in the name of .. 
il Trinity, when perform'd by a Lay-mar 

.- who was deſtitute of the Trinity's Auth 
5 5 rity, and Commiſſion, to be convey'd b | 


the Biſhop ; they did not reckon, tht 
0 AA. he, Minitrtion of Baptiſm was the Git 
3 - of Chriſto any but his Church Repreſen 


2 tative, the Biſhops thereof, and thok f 
* whom they ſhould: authorize ; and then 
and then only, did they allow it to b 
d Chriſt'sGift to the other part of hisChurc 
'$ when adminiſtred to them by the Hand 
1 of his Commiſſioners, whom he appoint 
. ed to convey this Gift to every Membalſ: 
5 of his Spiritual Kingdom. 
3 . 21. He ſays, It is Chriſt's Baptiſm 
4 « be they who give it Hereticks, or Orthi 
i C do, (erg), or Laity; and in the Lait 
5 « Ages, Men or Women. but how does It 


(122) 
drove all this? He only tells us ſo; and is 
iis bare aſfirming, ſufficient to Convince? 
hat if the Ancients after the three firſt 
nturies did agree, that it is Chriſt's 
gaptiſm, when adminiſtred in the Name 
f the Trinity, by either a Heretick, or 
drthodox Prieft , becauſe they reckon'd, 
hat the Hereſy of the Prieſt, quaſi Hereſy, 


tb not Null and make Void Chrilt's Com- 
iſſion once given him? Does it theres 
ore follow, that that is Chriſt's Baptiſm 


yhich is given by an unaurhoriz'd*Lay- 
an, who never was Chriſt's Repreſen- 
ative, never had his Commiſſion and Au- 
hority ? Can any thing be call'd Chriſt's 
Miniftration, which he neither performs' 
n Perſon. himſelf, nor is done by any one 
ent by him? At this rate, he may ſay; 
hat a Laick's attempt to Conſecrate the 
uchariſt, is Chrift's Sacrament; — that 
W Laick's pretending to Bind and Looſe,'to! 
\bſolve and Retain Sins, is Chriſt's Bind- 
ng and Looſing, Abſolving and Retain- 
ng Sins; that a Lay-man's .Excommuni-- 
ation of Notorious Offenders, is Chriſt's 
Excommunication of them; that a Lay»: 
an's Authoritative Preaching as Chrifs t 
\mbaſſador, is Chriſt's Preaching ; that 
a Laick's Government of the Church, is 
Chriſt's Government. — And Laſtly, that 


13 Lay 
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Lay Ordination, is Chriſt's Ordination; 
and ſo we ſhall have no need of either B. 
fhops, Prieſts; or Deacons ; no need of ſuch 
Officers Spiritual Miniſtrations : But God 
be praiſed, out Great Law-giver has ſecy. 
red us again all this, by his own Sacred 
Inſtitution of theſe Spiritual Officers, and 
their reſpective Functions; and has pro- 
mis'd, that the Gates of Hell ſhall not pre. 
8. 22. As for Womens Baptiſm, our Au. 
thor has told us, that it is againſt '* az Ex. 
&« refs Rule of the Apoſtles, p. 23. and herehe 
ſays, it is Chriſt's Baptiſm. Are Chriſt and 


his Apoſtles at Variance with one another! 


Have they made Rules contrary to the 
Mind of Chriſt; or, has Chriſt own'd for 
his, what they expreſsly and by his Com- 
miſſion wer (en, to be done? Thel: 
things can never ſtand together, for the 
Apoſtles and Chriſt are exactly conſiſtent 
with one another, their Rules are his 


Rules, and whatſoever is againft their ex. 


preſs Rule, is contrary to him, and there. 
fore none of his: So that, if Women's Bap- 
ting, is againſt an Expreſs Rule of the Apo 


1 les, then Baptiſm adminiſtred by Wo- 


men, is none of Chriſt's Baptiſm; becauſe 


Chriſt's Baptiſm can never be againſt ui 
8 PFF. 


( #23 ) 
Expreſs Nule of the Apoſtles, who made all 
their Rules, in conformity to his Inſtitu- 
renne $23 tg dan 


S. 23. Next, our Author would make his 
Reader believe, that the Doctrine of the 
Nullity of Lay Baptiſm, is Nopery; for he 
ſays, © This is not the only Step ſome are ma- 
xc king towards Popery. To fay, that it is 
not the Only Step, ſignifies, that it is 
One of the Steps ſome ate making towards 
Popery ; this'is ſtrange even to a Wonder 
and an Aſtoniſhment; every Body that 
can tell what Corrupt Popery is, knows, 
that the Notion of Lay Baptiſm's being 
Valid, is one of the particular Tenets of 
the Church of Nome. And how the deny- 
ing of any Validity in ſuch Baptiſms, is 
making a Step towards (when tis direQ- 
ly contrary to) Popery, is inconceivable; 
but ſome People may find a way to make 
this Popery ! by a new Maxim, which our 
Fore-fathers were ignorant of; and that 
is this; Every thing that is Deſtractive of 
Hereſj, Schiſin, Fanaticiſm, Libertiniſm, Des 
m, and Atheiſm, is Popery : This is ſome 
of the New Lighi that is hang out to us in 
theſe Days ef Darkneſs! by this we are 
enabled te Diſcover Secrets which before 
lay hid! and to free our ſelves from that 

wh 14 Diſmal 


( 126 ) 
Diſmal Slavery and Bondage, wherein the 
Ws 1 held — 4 while oY were deſtitute 
of this all-diſcovering Light! by this, So. 
cinians determine the Doctrine of the Trini- 
ty to be * : Schiſmaticks, that the ne- 
ceſſity of conſtant Communion with the 
Church, is Popery; Fanatics, That all 
Decency, and Order, and proper Cere- 
monies in Divine Worſhip, are Popery: 
Libertines, That all reſtraining of our Fleſh. 
ly Luſts, all Obedience and Submiſſion to 
Spiritual Superiors, are Popery ; . Deiſts, 
That all Reveald Religion is an Invention 
of Popery : And Atheiſis, That the Being 
of a God and his Providence, are Popery. 
Every one of theſe calls what he Piſſikes, 
Popery; and by this means, works ſo far 
upon the Imaginations of ſimple People 
as to make them diſlike and hate it too, 
becauſe it is Popery ! For you muſt; know, 
that Popery was once ſo dreadiully mil- 
chievous to us, that ever fince, if the 
name of Popery be but given to the beſt 
of Things, tis an effectual way to make 


ſome (Who know nothing of the matter) 


abhor and loath, what *tis their Duty to 
Love, Reverence, and Eſteem. I dare not 
ſuppoſe that our Author had any ſuch, De- 
ſign, in telling us, that the oppoſing of 
Lay Baptiſm, “ 7s not the Ouly Step ſome are 

OF 7 . F* making 
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60 making towards Poper y. J rather be- 
lieve it to be ſome unhappy {lip of his Pen; 


2» but 'tis a very unlucky one; and as ſuch ! 
1 leave It. g | 

- | | 1 #3 

e 6 24. Tis now high time for me to 


come N a Concluſion, 8 I on- 
ly beg leave to propoſe theſe followi 
2 to all the aſſerters of the Validity | 
of unauthorized Lay Baptiſms,, humbl 
ſubmitting their Reſolution, as well as a 
that I have faid in theſe Papers, to the 


wiſe Determination of the "moſt Reve- 


ig Wrend, the Right Reverend, and Reverend 
y. che Orthodox Clergy of the Church of 
„ gland, &c. who are the moſt competent 
a Judges of ſuch Matters, and they are 
e Fheſe. 


1ſt. Whether Chriſt's Inſtitution of Bap- 
tiſm does not as, much Determine, that it 
muſt conſtantly and unalterably be.admi- 


ie Niſtred by thoſe only, who are the Apoſtles 
t Pucceſſors, and others appointed by them: 
ic Ns it does fix the Matter to be no other 
r) Than Water, and the Form to be no other 
to han that in the Name of the Trinity? 
ot WadziF it does, Ihen 
e- 79 Whether the Adminiſtrator of 
of hriſt's Baptiſm, is not appointed to be 


re Ehe Repreſentative of God the giver, as 
£ h a een 
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out ward Sign of the in ward and Spiritus 


the giver of thoſe Graces? 


| his Apoſtles _ their Succeſſors, and 
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much as the Matter Water is, to be th 


Graces, given and conveyd by Baptiſm 
1 if it is, 
Whether there can be ſuch ; 
TH as an Inſtituted out ward Sign, «f 
Inwafd and Spiritually Graces given with. 
out the inſtituted Repreſentative of God 


4thly. Whether an unauthoriz'd” * 
man, can be juſtly ſaid to be God's Repre 
ſentativr; and how he can, even in times 
of greateſt Neceſſity, giver us the Sign and 
Seal as God's Attorney, without a Com: 
miſſion either immediarely from God, ot 
metiately from thoſe, Io God by 
authoriz d to give ſuch Commiſſion: ?. 

5thly. Whether Chriſt's Commiſſion to 


thoſe appointed by them to the end dd 
the World, in theſe Words, “Es ye,' Dj 
&'ciple, Bari, s not a Poſitive Com 
mand to them, . to Baptize ſuch 
as Were never Baptiz? Mt If it i 
not, How are FE ir AT ig*d td Bap 
tize at all ? And Bivige Law i 
there, that has made Fa their incumbent 
Duty to give Baptiſm ? But if the Com, 
miſſion is a Peremptory Command, and 


they : are bound to Obey fand conſequenti 
; t0 


* 


CLD 
to Baptize actually, all capable Subjects 
who were never Baptiz d by them; then, 
-- 6thly. How can they be fairly faid to 
have obey'd this Command of Chriſt, 
when they refuſe Baptiſm to thoſe, who 
never receiv'd it from any of them, and 
carneſtly ſue to them for it? 1 f 
thy. Whether inſtead of this Act of 
Obedience, there is — Inſtituted Com- 
mutative Act, to be perform'd by the Cler- 
y, over thoſe who never were Baptiz'd 
. — and which is appointed to an- 
ſwer all the Ends and Deſigns of Sacerdo- 
tal Baptiſm, in ſome extraordinary Caſes, 
when the giving or requiring of ſuch Bap- 
tiſm, may cauſe Diſturbances in the Church 
of Chriſt, from the Wickedneſs of ſome, 
and the Ignorance of others? | 
- 8thly. If there is any ſuch Inſtituted 
Commutative Act, to ſupply the want 
of Sacerdotal Baptiſm, upon ſuch Emer- 
gencies; When, and by whom was it ap- 
geh. But if there is no ſuch Commu- 
tative Act appointed, then, why ſhould 
Men reft fatisty*d: with ſuch Uninſtituted 
Waſhings as are perform'd by unauthoriz d 
Lay-men? And eſpecially, what Reaſon 
can be given, why many among us ſhould 
be eſteem d to have receiv'd Chriſt's Bap- 
1 


. 
tiſm, hen in truth they have only been 
Waſh'd by unauthoriz'd Lay-men, in Op- 
ſition to the Divine Authority of the 
N 5 7 Succeſſors, the Biſhops of the 
Chriſtian Chur cn. | 
xothly. And Laſtly, If the Inſtitution of 
Baptiſm does not neceſſarily require, that 
the Adminiſtrator thereof ſhould be Au- 
thoriz'd- and Commiſſion'd by the Apoſtles 
Succeſſors; then, by what Divine Law can 
it be prov'd, that Unbaptiz'd Perſons, of 
riper Lears, are oblig'd to ſeek for Baptiſm 
at the Hands of any other Adminiſtrator? 
Why can't ſuch Perſons Baptize them- 
ſelves, as well as receive Baptiſm from an- 
other, ſince they have as much Authorit 
to come into the Church by their own A 
of Baptizing themſelves, as others have to 
admit them into it, by their unauthoriz'd 
Att of Baptization. He 
. 25. Theſe are Queſtions of very great 
Importance; for, if Baptiſm is not by 
Chriſt's Inſtitution appropriated to the 
Prieſt's Office: If, as the Inſtitution now 
ſtands, there can be ſuch à thing as Chri- 
ſtian Baptiſm, without an authoriz'd' Ad- 
miniſtrator, then *rwill be-extreamly:Dit- 
ficult, if at all Poſſible, to produce Argu- 
ments ſufficient to prove, that any one 
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Spiritual Function, is peculiarly and unali- 
enably annex'd to the Chriſtian” Prieſt- 
hood; for, whatſoever can be ſaid againſt 
the neceſſity of an Explicite Commiſſion 
to Baptize, may, to as good purpoſe be af- 
firm*d againſt the Neceſſity of ſuch a Com- 
miſſion, to Conſecrate and adminiſter the 
other Sacrament ; and the like againſt all 
other Parts of the Sacerdotal Power and Au- 
thority ; and ſo the whole Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood itſelf will be liable to the ſame Objec- 
tions; and when'theſe Obje&ions ſhall gain 
Reputation, -and prevail; when not only 
the People, but the Clergy alſo, ſhalt ac- 
knowledge and afſert them; Then it will 
inevitably come to paſs, that the Sacerdo- 
tal Office muſt periſh, and Chriſt will have 
no peculiar Order of Men to be his Com- 
miſſion'd Ambaſſadors, and to repreſent 
to us his Inviſible Priefthood, by virtue of 
which he is now Mediating between God 
and Man, and pleading our Cauſe with 
his Eternal Father in the Higheſt Heavens. 
But this can never come to paſs, ſo long 
as there ſhall be a Church of Chriſt on 
Earth; For He, the great Founder of this 
Bleſs'd Society has promis'd, that the Gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it, and con- 
equently, neither againſt his Inſtituted 
Spiritual Rulers and Governours 4 
with 


| (132). 
with whom he has engag'd himſelf to con- 
tinue, and always to concur with them in 
their Sacred Miniſtrations, even to the end 
of the World 
And therefore to Him, the great High- 
Prieſt - of our Profeſſion the Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith the Eter- 
nal Logos! who is God over all, Bleſſed 
for evermore | with his Eternal Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt ! three Co eternal Per- 
ſons, and but one Infinite, Ineffable, and In- 
comprehenſible God ! be all Honour, Praiſe, 
and Glory, Love, Obedience, and Ado- 
ration, aſcribd and Paid by all his Crea- 
rures, henceforth, and for ever. Amen. 


